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Cais Rheoliadau Gwybodaeth Amgylcheddo / Environmental Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 26-A-004






You asked:
Under the Environmental Information Regulations (2004), please provide the following information relating to employee exposure to formaldehyde (formalin) in the Health Board’s operating/surgical theatres. 
Documents requested:
1. Please provide the current COSHH risk assessment(s) relating to formaldehyde (formalin) exposure for staff working in operating/surgical theatres, produced to meet the Health Board’s duties under COSHH Regulation 6.
Please see attached appendices 1 and 2.

1. Please provide copies of all formaldehyde (formalin) exposure monitoring data held by the Health Board for operating/surgical theatre staff for the last 12 months, including:
1. Fixed/static air monitoring results
1. Personal exposure or badge monitoring results
(with personal data redacted as appropriate)
This request includes monitoring undertaken for any purpose, including baseline, verification, and/or investigation monitoring, in line with COSHH Regulation 10. It is noted that COSHH Regulation 10(5)(b) requires such records to be kept for a minimum of five years.
Neither static nor personal exposure monitoring for Formaldehyde has been undertaken in the past across the Health Board. However, since identifying the health and safety concern monitoring has recently been undertaken and results are awaited.
Questions:
1. How does the Health Board prevent or control employee exposure to formaldehyde (formalin) in its operating/surgical theatres, including but not limited to engineering, procedural, and/or organisational controls?
Neath Port Talbot Hospital
The Theatre department use a recirculating ductless fume cabinet with built in formalin reservoir. The inflow moves from the ambient environment into the work zone through the hood front opening with an average velocity of 0.4 m/s.

Negative pressure is maintained within the main chamber of the hood to ensure that no chemical fumes or vapours escape the work zone.

Air is taken through a pre-filter and activated carbon mounted in the interior of the hood. The carbon filter removes all fumes from the exhaust air stream and filtered clean air is exhausted directly back to the room. 

Specimen pots are filled within this cabinet to reduce exposure to staff.

Singleton and Morriston Hospitals 
Currently the Respiratory Protective Equipment (RPE) and Personal Protective Equipment is being used as the primary method of controlling exposure. It has recently been recognised that reliance of using this method is not adequate. 

Arrangements to improve the systems of work are being undertaken which includes the purchase of three recirculating safety cabinets to manage the risk of staff exposure to formaldehyde.

The Health Board is also considering the use of introducing a new specimen management system that allows specimens to be sealed under vacuum, using smaller volumes of formalin or even without until reaching the Cellular Pathology Laboratories.

1. Does the Health Board undertake regular scheduled formaldehyde (formalin) exposure monitoring in operating/surgical theatres? If so, please state the frequency.
No - please see question 2

1. Please state the total number of occasions on which regular scheduled formaldehyde (formalin) exposure monitoring has been undertaken in operating/surgical theatres in the last 12 months.
Not applicable

1. If regular scheduled formaldehyde (formalin) exposure monitoring is not undertaken, please provide documentation held by the Health Board that demonstrates the effectiveness of current controls and supports the decision that routine monitoring is not required. If no such documentation is held, please confirm how the Health Board assures compliance with COSHH Regulations 7 and 10 in the absence of routine exposure monitoring.
Neath Port Talbot Hospital utilises the recirculating safety cabinet, and this has a maintenance contract to include filter changes being performed on a regular basis.
As described in the responses above the Morriston and Singleton have relied on the use of RPE and PPE which is not conducive to safe systems of work, and this is being addressed as a matter of urgency to improve the COSHH compliance and ensure the safety of Theatre staff performing the specimen fixation. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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