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You asked:
I am writing to submit a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 relating to the structure, staffing and activity of Cancer-Associated Thrombosis (CAT) services within your organisation.
The questions are designed to request existing data only and, where possible, are framed as tick-box or numerical responses to minimise burden.
If any element of the request exceeds the FOI cost limit, please advise which questions cannot be answered and provide responses to the remainder.
If your organisation does not operate a dedicated CAT service, a brief confirmation would be appreciated.
Please provide the information below for the most recent complete 12-month period (or the latest available data). Where data is not held, please state this clearly. If any part of this request exceeds the FOI cost limit, please provide responses to the remainder.

Section 1 – Service Model and Pathway

1. Does your organisation operate a dedicated Cancer-Associated Thrombosis (CAT) service or pathway?
☒ Yes 
☐ No 
☐ CAT managed within a wider thrombosis/anticoagulation service

2. Where is CAT care primarily delivered? (tick all that apply)
☒ Ambulatory care / SDEC  
☒ Outpatient clinic  
☒ Virtual/telephone  
☐ Inpatient  
☐ Mixed model

If mixed model, please briefly describe:
The pathway and clinicians hosted within SDEC initially, with patients under the care of the Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) service for the first six months. Beyond this point patients are moved to a haematology clinic (although some of the clinicians are involved in both aspects)

3. [bookmark: _Hlk221533747]Does your CAT pathway include written protocols or SOPs for:
   a) Initial assessment and risk stratification - Yes
   b) Choice of anticoagulant - Yes
   c) Follow-up and duration of therapy - Yes
   d) Escalation to consultant haematology - Yes
If so please can you share these SOPs or direct to where they are accessible. 

Please find attached.

Section 2 – Activity and Demand

4. Number of new CAT patients managed in the last 12 months: 185

5. Number of CAT follow-up contacts in the last 12 months: 185

6. Approximate percentage of new CAT patients diagnosed as incidental VTE/PE (if available): 29% in 2025

7. Approximate percentage of CAT patients managed entirely as ambulatory/outpatients (if available):
______ % Unable to confirm specifically for CAT, but based upon total figures (ie. CAT and medical VTE) would be around 30-50%

8. Does your service operate:
☒ 5-day service   
☒ 7-day service   
☐ Core hours with advice line only out of hours

Section 3 – Staffing Establishment (WTE)

9. [bookmark: _Hlk221533798]Please provide the current Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) staffing supporting CAT activity (dedicated or estimated proportion if shared):
	Staff Group
	WTE/Session

	Band 6 nurses
	0

	Band 7 ACP
	0

	Band 8+ nurses
	0

	Consultant haematologists
	Support/advice at present 

	Other medical staff (please specify)
	0

	Specialist pharmacists                                                   
	1.0 WTE 8a (as a total funding package, but utilising 4 staff members to deliver the clinic sessions)

	Administrative / coordination staff
	0




 
10. Are consultant haematologists providing:
☐ Routine CAT clinics   
☒ Advice/oversight only  
☐ Both

Section 4 – Clinical Responsibility and Escalation

11. Which staff groups routinely undertake the following activities? (tick all that apply)
	Activity
	ACP
	Pharmacist
	Consultant

	Initial CAT assessment
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Anticoagulant initiation
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Follow-up reviews
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Duration decisions
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Management of thrombocytopenia
	☐
	☒
	☒

	Management of recurrent VTE
	☐
	☒
	☒




12. Does your service use formal escalation criteria defining when consultant haematology input is required?
   ☒ Yes   ☐ No
Section 5 – Capacity and Governance

13. Does your service currently consider itself to be:
☐ Operating within capacity   ☐ At capacity   ☒ Over capacity

14. If over capacity, which factors are the main constraints? (tick all that apply)
☐ Nursing capacity   
☐ Consultant availability  
☒ Pharmacy support   
☒ Clinic/ambulatory space  
☐ Diagnostics/prescribing delays  
☒ Administrative support

15. Does your organisation routinely monitor the following for CAT patients? (confirmation only)
☒ Bleeding events  
☒ Recurrent VTE  
☒ Admission avoidance/bed days saved




_____________________________________________________________ 
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