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You asked:
I request the following information for the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25:
1. The total number of patient episodes (e.g. emergency, inpatient, outpatient) recorded in your health board’s systems where the patient was flagged as an asylum seeker or exempt from charging due to asylum/refugee status. 
The Health Board only records the first attendance for Asylum Seekers. Please see the figures below:
	
	2022/2023
	2023/2024
	2024/2025

	Total
	5
	12
	9



2. Total NHS expenditure associated with those episodes, by category where available (e.g. by service type such as A&E, inpatient, outpatient, prescriptions, maternity) 
I can confirm that this information is not recorded centrally. We estimate that to manually access each patient record, collate each patient episode and calculate the cost would exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time.

3. Whether your health board records immigration status or charging exemption codes that can distinguish asylum seekers from other charging exemption categories. 
Within our Patient Administration System, Asylum Seekers are recorded as an “Overseas Visitor – exempt from charge” so there is no indicator to distinguish them. However, on our Overseas Visitor database within the department they are recorded as Asylum Seekers.
_____________________________________________________________ 
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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