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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.
[bookmark: _Hlk221616318]Please note that every effort is made to cover rotas with Swansea Bay staff and bank staff. Only as a last resort do we look for agency cover.  Using agency staff can affect continuity of patient care. It also impacts on health board finances as agency cover comes at a premium rate.  As a result, the health board is taking several actions to limit the use of agency staff.  These actions include sympathetically supporting our own staff on long-term sickness so that they have the assistance they need to return to work where possible.
You clarified on 17th July 2026 that you would like this information for both qualified and unqualified nursing staff.

Request and response:
Please can you provide the below information:
1. In the period 1st April 2026 to 30th June 2026 please provide a breakdown of:

· Total Health Board spend with framework agencies for locum nurses
Please provide a further breakdown for locum nurses by:
· Spend per band
· Spend per specialty
· Spend per agency name
Please see attachment

2. In the period 1st April 2026 to 30th June 2026 please provide a breakdown of:

· Total Health Board spend with off framework agencies for locum nurses
Please provide a further breakdown for locum nurses by:
· Spend per band
· Spend per specialty
· Spend per agency name
Please see attachment

3. In the period 1st April 2026 to 30th June 2026 please provide a breakdown of:

· Total Health Board spend with the internal Health Board bank or associated external provider for locum nurses
Please provide a further breakdown for locum nurses by:
· Spend per band
· Spend per specialty
· Spend per agency name
Please see attachment

4. Please confirm the total number of nursing shifts booked during this period for all agency nursing only, no bank staff nursing to be included (1st April 2026 to 30th June)
2068 shifts

5. Please confirm the total number of nursing shifts booked above NHSE capped rates during this period for all agency nursing only, no bank staff nursing to be included (1st April 2026 to 30th June 2026)
Not applicable – NHSE rates do not apply in Wales.
 
6. Please confirm the framework you utilise for nursing agency staff.
NHS All Wales Agency Framework

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: A close-up of a signature
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Tina Ricketts
Director of Workforce & OD
pp. Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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