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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
Since medical cannabis was rescheduled to allow prescription in November 2018:
1. The total number of prescriptions issued on the NHS for cannabis-based products for medicinal use (CBPMs), broken down by year and, if possible, by product (e.g. Sativex, Epidyolex, unlicensed CBPMs).
We are unable to provide the number of prescriptions from hospital pharmacies specifically but we can provide the number of drugs that were dispensed (all Epidyolex):
· <5* in 2021
· 5 in 2022
· <5* in 2024
· <5* in 2025
· <5* in 2026
*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

1. The total health board expenditure on these prescriptions, broken down by year.
£181,215.00 total over all five years.
We are unable to break down by year as it may then, combined with other information provided in the response, be possible to calculate the cost per unit.
Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.

1. The number of patient applications or referrals for NHS-funded medical cannabis that were approved versus declined, broken down by year, if this data is held.
No patient applications or referrals for NHS-funded medical cannabis have been received by Swansea Bay University Health Board from November 2018 to date.

1. The medical conditions for which these prescriptions were issued, if recorded in a way that can be disclosed without identifying individuals (e.g. by condition category: chronic pain, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, chemotherapy-induced nausea, other).
[bookmark: _Hlk216440947]This information is not held centrally. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 


I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: ]
Craige Wilson
Deputy Chief Operating Officer

pp. Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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