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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
I would like to make a Freedom of Information request regarding MRI scanners and helium use across your organisation.
I am carrying out research to better understand how helium is used in MRI systems across the UK healthcare sector. To estimate this, I am looking to understand where MRI scanners are located, how many are in use, what type/model of systems they are, and how frequently they are used.
Please could you provide the following information for all MRI scanners currently operated by, or used by, your organisation:

1. The hospital/site where each MRI scanner is located. 
Morriston, Neath Port Talbot (NPT) and Singleton Hospitals 

2. The number of MRI scanners at each hospital/site. 
Morriston – 2 scanners, plus one older scanner (non-commissioned, used for resilience purposes only.)   
Singleton- 1 scanner
NPT - 1 scanner

3. Whether each scanner is fixed, mobile or operated through a managed/third-party service. 
One scanner is mobile and managed via a third party, all other scanners are fixed and managed by the health board. 

4. The manufacturer and model of each scanner, where available. 
All GE scanners – 3 x 1.5 T Signa Artist fixed scanner and 1 x 1.5T mobile GE Signa Voyager plus 1 x non-commissioned GE Signa Optima 450W used for resilience only. 

5. Whether each scanner is a conventional helium-cooled system, low-helium system, zero boil-off / helium-recirculating system, or helium-free system, where known. 
All are conventional helium cooled systems.

6. The number of MRI scans/examinations carried out in the latest available year, broken down by hospital/site if available. 
Please find below, the number of MRI Referrals and Examinations carried out as requested.  Referrals differ from examinations as one referral may request several examinations which would be recorded separately.
	
	Singleton Hospital
	Morriston Hospital
	Neath Port Talbot Hospital

	
	MRI
	MRI
	MRI
	MRI Cardiac 

	Month
	Referrals
	Exams
	Referrals
	Exams
	Referrals
	Exams
	Referrals
	Exams

	Apr-25
	408
	500
	1185
	1368
	387
	432
	81
	81

	May-25
	446
	527
	1170
	1359
	394
	435
	86
	86

	Jun-25
	437
	562
	1195
	1385
	390
	437
	81
	81

	Jul-25
	460
	591
	1274
	1486
	385
	431
	88
	89

	Aug-25
	390
	484
	1051
	1246
	412
	468
	53
	53

	Sep-25
	428
	556
	1005
	1196
	406
	457
	96
	96

	Oct-25
	423
	578
	1065
	1312
	461
	530
	96
	96

	Nov-25
	398
	563
	1184
	1490
	425
	479
	100
	100

	Dec-25
	384
	543
	1133
	1411
	388
	437
	95
	95

	Jan-26
	410
	562
	1243
	1560
	427
	496
	85
	85

	Feb-26
	464
	592
	1515
	1785
	492
	564
	82
	82

	Mar-26
	473
	586
	1756
	2018
	507
	588
	65
	65




I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: ]
Craige Wilson
Director of Primary Care and Deputy Chief Operating Officer

pp. Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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