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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding your Trust/Health Board's provision and funding of wearable cardioverter defibrillators (WCDs).
Some questions concern the reimbursement mechanism for these devices; where the clinical cardiac team does not hold that detail, I would be grateful if it could be referred to the finance or contracting function as needed.
For reference: https://healthtechnology.wales/reports-guidance/wearable-cardioverter-defibrillators 
Scope and definitions: This request concerns wearable cardioverter defibrillators (WCDs) only — external, non-implanted defibrillator garments worn temporarily by patients at risk of sudden cardiac death, such as, but not limited to, the ZOLL LifeVest. It does not concern, and we are not requesting information about, any implanted cardiac rhythm management device, including implantable cardioverter defibrillators (ICDs), subcutaneous ICDs (S-ICDs), cardiac resynchronisation therapy defibrillators (CRT-D), CRT pacemakers (CRT-P), conventional pacemakers, or leadless pacemakers. Where a question below refers to a "defibrillator" or "device", it should be read as referring solely to the wearable, external WCD described here.

1. Does your Health Board currently provide, prescribe, fit, or fund wearable cardioverter defibrillators (WCDs) — external, non-implanted defibrillator garments such as, but not limited to, the ZOLL LifeVest, worn by patients at risk of sudden cardiac death? This question excludes all implanted devices (ICDs, S-ICDs, CRT-D, CRT-P and pacemakers). If yes, please state which WCD product(s) or manufacturer(s) are in use. 
Yes.  We use Zoll.

2. Through which payment mechanism is the cost of WCD provision funded or recovered by the Health Board? Specifically, is the WCD reimbursed as a high cost tariff-excluded device (i.e. listed in Annex A, tab 12a of the NHS Payment Scheme and reimbursed separately from the national price), funded within the relevant national price / HRG tariff, or funded under a local price or locally agreed arrangement / business case?  
Criteria for patient suitability for device set by the NHS Wales Joint Commissioning Committee (NWJCC).  The NWJCC fund the cost of the devices for each patient.  Quote provided by Zoll, PO number generated to purchase item.  Costs are then reimbursed by the NWJCC.

3. Where WCD provision is funded as an excluded or pass-through device, please confirm the responsible commissioner and supply route — that is, whether it is commissioned by NHS Wales specialised commissioning via the High Cost Tariff-Excluded Devices (HCTED) / Specialised Service Devices programme (SSDP) and procured through NHS Supply Chain, or funded by the Integrated Care Board (ICB) under a local high cost device arrangement.  
NWJCC, procured through NHS supply chain.

4. Does WCD provision require prior approval or funding authorisation before supply — for example via a Blueteq form, an Individual Funding Request, or a specialised commissioning prior-approval process — and if so, which body or committee grants that approval?  
Only approval from NWJCC based on set patient criteria.  No other approval required.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk222922831]For the most recent full financial year for which data are held, how many patients were supplied with, or commenced on, a WCD funded by your Health Board? Please state the financial year to which the figure relates.  
2025-26 – 0 patients
2026-2027 (to date) – <5* patients

*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.


I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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