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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
1. How many children were on the ADHD assessment waiting list for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026? 

Please note that this information is provided as a snapshot at year end. Information for Children’s Services was only recorded from 2017 onwards.

	Census date
	ADHD + Dual ADHD/ASD

	31/12/2017
	56

	31/12/2018
	298

	31/12/2019
	393

	31/12/2020
	316

	31/12/2021
	361

	31/12/2022
	394

	31/12/2023
	470

	31/12/2024
	688

	31/12/2025
	903




2. How many adults were on the ADHD assessment waiting list for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026? 

From 2022 adult patients referred for ADHD are managed in the same way as outpatient services in mental health and there is no bespoke pathway currently in place. The first appointment is recorded on our patient information system as a new patient appointment under mental health and the initial assessment for ADHD is recorded as part of the follow up pathway. Therefore, we are not able to provide this figure for ADHD only and prior to 2022, this information was not held centrally in a digital format. 
To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time


3. How many children were on the autism assessment waiting list for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026? 

Please note that this information is provided as a snapshot at year end.

	Census date
	ASD + Dual ADHD/ASD

	31/12/2017
	114

	31/12/2018
	451

	31/12/2019
	722

	31/12/2020
	615

	31/12/2021
	649

	31/12/2022
	814

	31/12/2023
	846

	31/12/2024
	1113

	31/12/2025
	965




4. How many adults were on the autism assessment waiting list for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026? 

Please note that the West Glamorgan Integrated Autism Service was established in April 2019; therefore, no data is held prior to this date.

	Year
	Adults on waiting list

	2015–2018
	Not applicable (service not established)

	2019–2021
	Information not available*

	2022
	Information not available*

	2023
	1063 (end of 2022/23 financial year)

	2024
	1290 (end of 2023/24 financial year)

	2025
	1700 (end of 2024/25 financial year)

	2026
	2102 (June 2026)



[bookmark: _Hlk216440947]* for these years, this information was not held centrally. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 


5. How many female children were assessed for ADHD for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026?
6. How many male children were assessed for ADHD for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026?
	Year
	Female
	Male

	2017
	0
	<5*

	2018
	<5*
	23

	2019
	12
	96

	2020
	20
	99

	2021
	25
	118

	2022
	31
	96

	2023
	19
	81

	2024
	19
	81

	2025
	19
	53
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* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.


7. How many female adults and children were assessed for autism for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026?
8. How many male adults and children were assessed for autism for each calendar year from 2015 to 2026?
Adults
Data is not routinely collected or reported by gender, and therefore a breakdown of female individuals assessed is not available.  To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 

Our waiting list is currently 65% Females and 35% males awaiting diagnostic assessment of autism.

Children
	Year
	Female
	Male

	2017
	7
	31

	2018
	17
	65

	2019
	34
	93

	2020
	60
	160

	2021
	16
	50

	2022
	37
	72

	2023
	67
	90

	2024
	52
	117

	2025
	48
	91




I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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