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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would be grateful if NHS Wales could provide the following information relating to paediatric and perinatal post-mortem pathology services undertaken in support of coronial investigations in Wales.

Please note that answers provided below relates to Swansea Bay Health Board only. You will need to contact the other Health Boards in Wales for their position.

I am seeking information for the period 1 January 2021 to the present date.
Please provide:
1. Workforce and Service Provision
a) The number of consultant paediatric and perinatal pathologists undertaking coronial post-mortem examinations in Wales in each year since 2021.
b) The number of vacant consultant paediatric and perinatal pathology posts in each year since 2021.
c) Details of the organisations, hospitals or pathology services currently providing paediatric and perinatal post-mortem examinations for coroners in Wales.
d) Details of any arrangements under which cases are referred outside Wales due to workforce, capacity or specialist expertise requirements.

Not applicable - these post-mortem examinations are not undertaken within SBUHB. All are dealt with under Cardiff & Vale University Health Board.

2. Turnaround Times
Please provide any data held relating to the time taken to complete paediatric and perinatal post-mortem reports undertaken for coronial investigations in Wales, including:
a) Average turnaround time between completion of the post-mortem examination and issue of the final pathology report.
b) Longest recorded turnaround time.
c) Number of reports taking longer than:
· 12 weeks
· 6 months
· 12 months
Please provide this information by year and, where available, by pathology provider or health board.

Not applicable - these post-mortem examinations are not undertaken within SBUHB. All are dealt with under Cardiff & Vale University Health Board.


3. Delays, Risks and Service Pressures
Please provide copies of any documents held since 1 January 2021 relating to:
a) Workforce shortages affecting paediatric or perinatal pathology services.
b) Delays in issuing paediatric or perinatal post-mortem reports.
c) Risk registers, risk assessments, escalation reports or business continuity concerns relating to pathology capacity.
d) Reviews, audits, investigations or service improvement work relating to pathology reporting times.
e) Correspondence between NHS Wales organisations and coroners concerning delays in paediatric or perinatal pathology reports.

Not applicable - these post-mortem examinations are not undertaken within SBUHB. All at dealt with under Cardiff & Vale University Health Board.

4. Standards and Performance Monitoring
Please provide copies of any:
· Service specifications;
· Service level agreements;
· Performance standards;
· Reporting targets;
· Guidance documents;
· Monitoring reports;
· Audit reports;
used to oversee or monitor paediatric and perinatal pathology services supporting coronial investigations in Wales.

Not applicable - these post-mortem examinations are not undertaken within SBUHB. All are dealt with under Cardiff & Vale University Health Board.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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