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Theatre Services Department

Standard Operating Procedure
Procedure Reference Number: SOP-TSD 11

Recovering Patients following Anaesthesia

	Aim:
To ensure patients receive appropriate care when recovering from anaesthesia.



· All patients are to be recovered on a one to one basis until they meet the discharge criteria.
Also refer to:
SOP-TSD 54 Assessment & care of patients in Recovery SOP-TSD%2054.doc
SPO-TSD 62 Policy for the Discharge of Adult Patients from Recovery following General Anaesthesia SOP-TSD%2062.doc
· Patients will be recovered in a safe environment by a suitably qualified member of staff or student under supervision
· If all recovery bays are occupied any further patients must be recovered by the anaesthetic staff in their theatre or anaesthetic room
· It is the recovery practitioner’s responsibility to ensure that the receiving clinical area has all necessary equipment available and the required checks have been performed.

· The receiving recovery practitioner should ensure that all relevant information pertaining to the patient is obtained from the anaesthetist and anaesthetic and scrub practitioners
· Recovery practitioners’ are responsible for providing a safe environment, appropriate care, monitoring and documenting of physiological parameters and clinical condition following AAGBI guidelines at intervals dependent on clinical condition until discharge criteria is met

· If you have any doubts about their condition the relevant appropriate action should be taken and the relevant medical staff informed and any care, interventions documented.
Ref: AAGBI Immediate Post anaesthetic Recovery. http://www.aagbi.org/sites/default/files/postanaes02.pdf
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