[image: C:\Users\su001508\Desktop\New logos Swansea Bay\Abertawe_Swansea NHS Health Board.jpg] Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Gwasanaethau Corfforaethol | Corporate Services
Un Porthfa Talbot | One Talbot Gateway
Parc Ynni, Baglan | Baglan Energy Park
Port Talbot SA12 7BR
Ffôn Phone: 01639 684 363

	
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 26-F-026
Dyddiad / Date: 29 June 2026






Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
Please find below definitions of long-term follow-up and late effects services for the purposes of this FOI. We recognise that the terms “long-term follow-up” and “late effects service” are sometimes used interchangeably, and their application may vary between organisations.

· Long-term follow-up: Long-term follow-up describes the ongoing clinical reviews required after completion of cancer treatment. Initially, these reviews may include surveillance investigations (e.g. imaging). Over time, once a period of clinical stability is reached, routine imaging may cease; however, follow-up continues. Long-term follow-up includes monitoring for potential late effects of treatment and the management of any issues that arise as a result.

· Late effects service: A late effects service focuses on the assessment and management of health problems that occur months or years after treatment, including those related to surgery, chemotherapy, or radiotherapy. This may be delivered as a distinct service, or as part of a broader long-term follow-up service.

· Late effects monitoring service: A late effects monitoring service provides structured, ongoing surveillance for potential late effects following cancer treatment. This typically involves regular, scheduled reviews and may include investigations (e.g. imaging, blood tests, or functional assessments) to identify late effects early, even in the absence of symptoms.

1. Please provide details of the region your NHS Health Board represent
Swansea Bay University Health Board, covering Swansea and Neath Port Talbot.

2. Does your Health Board currently provide, host, or commission any service(s) that deliver long-term follow-up and/or late effects care for patients previously treated for primary bone cancer?
No.
Swansea Bay University Health Board does not provide, host, or commission a dedicated long-term follow-up or late effects service for patients previously treated for primary bone cancer. Suspected new bone cancer patients are referred directly by the primary referrer to the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, Birmingham. Treatment decisions, specialist advice and follow-up arrangements are led by the Bone Tumour Service at the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital.

Where requested by the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, the Health Board may arrange follow-up imaging locally. However, surgical follow-up and primary specialist advice remain the responsibility of the Birmingham team.

For patients aged 16 to 25 with bone tumours, chemotherapy is provided through the Teenage Cancer Trust in Cardiff, supported by sarcoma oncologists from Velindre Cancer Centre. Patients requiring high-dose chemotherapy regimens are also treated and followed up by Velindre Cancer Centre.

3. If yes, please provide details of the service:
a. Service name:
b. Service location:
c. Website (if available):
d. This service is best described as a (please indicate):
i. Long-term follow-up service
ii. Late effects service
iii. Late effects monitoring service
iv. Combined long-term and late effects service 
v. No service provided vi. Other (please specify) 
vi. Don’t know

Not applicable

4. Please fill in further details of the service:
a. Referral pathway(s) into service:
b. Age eligibility:
i. Upper age limit:
ii. Lower age limit:
iii. Or no age restrictions apply
iv. Don’t know
c. Geographical radius/catchment area where patients can access service:

Not applicable

5. Please specify which patient groups are eligible to access this service (please indicate all that apply):
a. Paediatric
b. Teenage and Young Adult (TYA)
c. Adults
d. Don’t know

Not applicable

6. Which treatment intent does this service support?
a. Radical or curative treatment only
b. Palliative treatment only
c. Both radical and palliative treatment 
d. Don’t know

Not applicable

7. Does your Health Board permit follow up contact from the research team solely for the purpose of clarifying information provided in this Freedom of Information response?
Yes

8. If yes, please provide preferred follow-up contact details:
SBUHB FOI Team
FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk 

9. Does your Health Board permit the information provided in this request to be used to inform patients about the availability of your long term follow up and/or late effects service for bone cancer survivors? (Information may be shared publicly for patient signposting and awareness purposes via the Bone Cancer Research Trust website).
Yes. The Health Board will be publishing this information within its disclosure log on its website, therefore this will be publicly available.  You are therefore able to re-publish the information received in a publicly accessible format, subject to the accuracy and nature of the information being preserved.
I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance





[image: A close-up of a person's face

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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