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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
I would be grateful if Swansea Bay University Health Board could provide any recorded information held between 1 January 2010 and 31 December 2026 relating to burns injuries associated with disposable barbecues and/or hot sand heated by disposable barbecues.
If available, please provide:
· Total number of cases by year.
2010 - 10
2011 - <5*
2012 - <5*
2013 - 7
2014 - 9
2015 – <5*
2016 – 6
2017 – <5*
2018 – 6
2019 – 6
2020 – <5*
2021 – 6
2022 – 5
2023 – 10
2024 – 6
2025 – 10
2026 to date - <5*

· Age groups of patients.
2010 – 0 – 45 years old
2011 – **
2012 - **
2013 – 20 – 50 years old
2014 – 0 – 60 years old
2015 – **
2016 – 15 – 55 years old
2017 – **
2018 – 0 – 45 years old
2019 – 5 – 50 years old
2020 – **
2021 – 0 – 45 years old
2022 – 0 – 60 years old
2023 – 0 – 45 years old
2024 – 0 – 55 years old
2025 – 0 – 50 years old
2026 to date - ** 

· Injury location (feet, hands, legs, torso, etc.).
We are unable to provide you with the level of detail you are seeking as to injury locations broken down by year as there is a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

However, please find below the injury detail for the whole period (2010 to present) broken down by body location.

Buttocks - <5*
Left forearm - 0
Right forearm - <5*
Right hand dorsal – 5
Right hand palm - 10
Left hand dorsal - <5*
Left hand palm - 5
Right lower leg - 9
Left lower leg – 9
Left foot dorsal - 6
Right foot sole - 21
Right foot dorsal – 10
Left foot sole - 33


· Mechanism of injury where recorded (hot sand, direct BBQ contact, hot charcoal, other).
All injuries included above include “BBQ and Sand or Beach” in the triage notes.

· [bookmark: _Hlk216440947]Number requiring burns clinic follow-up, hospital admission or skin grafting.
I can confirm that this information is not recorded centrally. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 


· Any audits, reports, reviews or studies relating to disposable BBQ or hot-sand burns.
None

[bookmark: _Hlk222922831]
* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

** We are unable to provide you with the level of detail you are seeking as to the age breakdown of these patients, as due to low numbers there is a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: cid:image002.png@01D7E51B.D422D810]

Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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