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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:

I would be grateful if you could provide the following information relating to within your Health Board from 1 January 2025 to the date this request is processed (30th June 2026):
1. The total number of Band 5 Physiotherapist vacancies advertised.
16.5 Whole Time Equivelent (WTE).

1. For each vacancy, please provide:
· the job title,
· Agenda for Change band,
· date advertised,
· whether the post was permanent, fixed-term or bank,
· whether the post was full-time or part-time.

· 15 WTE Band 5 Rotational Physiotherapist, advertised April 2025, Full Time, Permanent
· 0.5 WTE Band 5 Musculoskeletal (MSK) Physiotherapist, advertised May 2026, Part Time, Permanent
· 1.0 WTE Band 5 Front Door Physiotherapist, advertised January 2026, Full Time, Permanent

1. The number of applications received for each Band 5 Physiotherapist vacancy.
· Rotational Band 5 – 359 applications
· Band 5 MSK – 4 applications
· Band 5 medical / front door – 7 applications

1. The number of applicants shortlisted for interview for each Band 5 Physiotherapist vacancy.
· Rotational Band 5 – 161 shortlisted
· Band 5 MSK – 4 shortlisted
· Band 5 medical/front door – 5 shortlisted

1. The number of appointments made to Band 5 Physiotherapist posts.
12.5 WTE

1. The number of Band 5 Physiotherapist vacancies that were withdrawn or remained unfilled.
0

1. The number of newly qualified physiotherapists employed by your Health Board during this period.
10

1. Whether your Health Board has implemented any recruitment freeze, vacancy control measures, or restrictions affecting physiotherapy recruitment during this period. If recorded information is held, please provide copies of any relevant policies, guidance, or communications.
Due to the Health Board's financial position, vacancy control measures have been in place since October 2025. These measures require all vacancies to undergo several stages of scrutiny through authorisation panels before executive approval is granted.
All vacancies submitted for recruitment must be categorised as one of the following:
•	Category 1 – Legislative posts;
•	Category 2 – Externally funded posts; or
•	Category 3 – Business-critical posts, supported by a Quality Impact Assessment for review.
Information regarding these vacancy control measures was communicated to staff via an intranet bulletin. Supporting documentation, including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), manager guidance, and other recruitment support materials, is available on our Recruitment SharePoint site.
On 3 March 2026, the Executive Team implemented a vacancy freeze on all live vacancies within the recruitment system. This included vacancies that were being advertised, shortlisted, or awaiting interview. Four physiotherapy vacancies, ranging from Band 6 to Band 8a, were affected by this freeze.
Following the lifting of the vacancy freeze in April 2026, three of the four physiotherapy vacancies were re-advertised and subsequently recruited to. The remaining vacancy was withdrawn as the recruiting manager chose not to proceed with recruitment.
The vacancy freeze was communicated to staff through a joint letter from the Chief Executive Officer and Chair dated 3 March 2026 (as attached), which outlined the Health Board's financial position. A corresponding bulletin was also published on the staff intranet. In addition, the Central Resourcing Team contacted recruiting managers whose vacancies were affected by the freeze.


I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cadeirydd/Chair: Jan Williams Prif Weithredwr/Chief Executive: Abigail Harris
Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR 
Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay UHB Headquarters, One Talbot Gateway, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
			
[image: A close-up of a person's face

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cadeirydd/Chair: Jan Williams Prif Weithredwr/Chief Executive: Abigail Harris
Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR 
Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay UHB Headquarters, One Talbot Gateway, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
		
image5.png




image7.jpeg
Bwrdd lechyd Prifysgol
Bae Abertawe

Swansea Bay University
Health Board





image6.jpg




