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[bookmark: _Hlk221616318][bookmark: _Hlk221616289]Please note that every effort is made to cover rotas with Swansea Bay staff and bank staff. Only as a last resort do we look for agency cover.  Using agency staff can affect continuity of patient care. It also impacts on health board finances as agency cover comes at a premium rate.  As a result, the health board is taking several actions to limit the use of agency staff.  These actions include sympathetically supporting our own staff on long-term sickness so that they have the assistance they need to return to work where possible.

You asked:
I am writing to make a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act about agency costs for registered nurse shifts paid out by your organisation over the past two years.
 
1. What was the single highest amount your health board paid to an agency for any registered nurse shift for band 5 or above in the current financial year [i.e. April 2025-26]

i. Could you please provide the same information for the preceding year [i.e. April 2024-25]
ii. Please outline or name the specialist area this cost was for, if relevant, for example paediatrics, frailty ward, emergency care, ICU etc.
iii. Please outline which nursing band (i.e. band 5, band 6 etc.) this cost was for
iv. Please include the length of the shift this was paid for

Please lay out the information in a table if possible, per the example below:

Please see below.  In terms of grade, agency rates are either Unregistered, Registered/ODP or Registered/Specialist.
	Financial Year
	Highest amount paid for agency nursing shift band 5 or above
	Specialist area/nursing speciality paid for
	Nursing band
	Length of shift

	2025-26
	£1,426
	Neo-Natal Intensive Care
	Registered/Specialist
	12 hours

	2024-25
	£1,469
	Neo-Natal Intensive Care
	Registered/Specialist
	13 hours
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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