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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:
Under the NHS Wales Joint Commissioning Committee (NWJJC) Policy CP38, same-sex couples, single women and single men must demonstrate sub-fertility before accessing NHS-funded IVF.  Subsection 3.2.7 specifies:
· Sub‑fertility for same‑sex couples / single women / single men is defined as no live birth following insemination on at least six non‑stimulated cycles, or a fertility issue identified at investigation.
· These cycles may be completed privately or via NHS‑provided IUI, where commissioned.
· IUI is not funded by WHSSC.
· Health Boards are responsible for funding IUI procedures.
· WHSSC funds donor sperm for NHS‑provided DIUI, but not the IUI procedure itself.

1 – How many rounds of Intra-uterine insemination (IUI) will your health board fund for a same-sex couple, once they’ve met NHS Wales Joint Commissioning Committee’s eligibility criteria, as set out under policy CP38?
6 IUI cycles funded by the Health Board

2 – How many rounds of IUI will your health board fund for a single woman, once they’ve met NHS Wales Joint Commissioning Committee’s eligibility criteria, as set out under policy CP38?
6 IUI cycles funded by the Health Board

3 – a) How many rounds of IUI has your health board funded over the last five years – 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022 and 2021? b) How many of these, over the last five years, were for same-sex couples? c) How many of these, over the last five years, were for single women? 
	Year
	
	Same sex couple
	Single person
	Hetrosexual couple

	2021/22
	IUI (partner sperm)
	0
	0
	<5*

	
	D-IUI (donor sperm)
	<5*
	<5*
	0

	2022/23
	IUI (partner sperm)
	0
	0
	10

	
	D-IUI (donor sperm)
	6
	0
	<5*

	2023/24
	IUI (partner sperm)
	0
	0
	5

	
	D-IUI (donor sperm)
	14
	<5*
	0

	2024/25
	IUI (partner sperm)
	0
	<5*
	7

	
	D-IUI (donor sperm)
	14
	7
	<5*


Please note that we are unable to provide total numbers as this would enable the identification of low numbers.

The Wales Fertility Institue (WFI) does not fund IUI cycles.  The WFI receives funding from the health board and NWJCC funds the donor sperm for DIUI.

*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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