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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following information: 
1. What was the total qualified podiatry workforce in your Health Board on a full time equivalent (FTE) basis on 1st January 2025?
Podiatrists - 22.22 FTE
            
2. What was the total qualified podiatry workforce in your Health Board on a full time equivalent (FTE) basis on 1st January 2026?
Podiatrists - 21.29 FTE

3. Within your Podiatry department in your Health Board what number of vacancies were there on 1st February 2026?
· Podiatrist B6 - 0.6 FTE
· Podiatrist B5 - 1.0 FTE
· Podiatrist B7 - 1.0 FTE
· Podiatry Clinic Assistant B3 - 1.0 FTE
· Orthotic/MSK Technician B3 - 0.8 FTE
 
4. How many roles within the Podiatry department in your Health Board have been advertised from 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026?
All listed in question 5. 
 
5. Within the Podiatry department in your Health Board how many applications did you receive per post advertised between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026

· Podiatrist B6 - <5* applications. Advertised on several occasions with 0 applicants.
· Podiatrist B5 - 8 applications total across several advertising attempts. 
· Podiatrist B7 - 0 applicants 
· Orthotic/MSK Technician - <5* applications
· Appointments officer - 44 applications
· Podiatrist B6 - <5* applications
· Podiatrist B5 - <5* applications
· Podiatrist B6 - <5* applications
· Podiatrist B8b - <5* applications
 
6. Within the Podiatry department in your Health Board of the posts advertised between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026 how many received no applications? 
Please see question 5. Some posts advertised on several occasions with 0 applicants.

7. Within the Podiatry department in your Health Board of the posts advertised between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026, how many roles were you unable to appoint? 
· Podiatrist B5 1.0 FTE - post was temporarily paused prior to shortlisting. 
· Podiatrist B7 1.0 FTE - 0 applicants
· Podiatrist B5 1.0 FTE

8. Within the Podiatry department in your Health Board of the posts advertised between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026 which banding it is your Health Board having the most difficulty to recruit qualified podiatrists to?
Band 5, 6 and 7 – all podiatrist posts 
 
9. How many WTE locum hours did your Health Board employ within the Podiatry department in your Health Board per month in 2025?
· Jan 2025 - 180 hours (1 locum at 45 hours per week) 
· Feb 2025 - 180 hours (1 locum at 45 hours per week)
· Mar 2025 - 240 hours (2 locums at 45 hrs and 15 hrs) 
· April 2025 - 36.5 hours (as above) 
· May 2025 - 210 hours (as above)
· June 2025 - 225 hours (as above)
· July 2025 - 303 hours (2 locums at 45 hrs and 37.5 hrs)
· Aug 2025 - 370.5 hours (as above)
· Sept 2025 - 370.5 hours (as above)
· Oct 2025 - 207 hours (1 locum at 45 hours per week)
· Nov 2025 - 238.5 hours (2 locums at 45 hrs and 37.5 hrs))
· Dec 2025 - 331.5 hours (as above)

10. How many podiatrists left the your Health Board between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026 (Please specify WTE)
A total of 4.6 FTE across all bands. 

B8b 1.0 WTE
B7 1.0 WTE
B6 0.6 WTE
B5 1.0 WTE
B5 1.0 WTE


11. Of those who left your Health Board between 1st January 2025 to 1st January 2026  specify their reason for leaving
· Retirement - <5*
· Change of career - <5*
· Private practice - 0
· Other - 0

[bookmark: _Hlk222922831]* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of staff members/applicants as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.



I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
[image: cid:image002.png@01D7E51B.D422D810]

Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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