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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.
Please note that from 1st April 2019 responsibility for providing healthcare services for people in the Bridgend County Borough Council area transferred from Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board to Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board. In light of this change to ABMU’s responsibilities, the organisation’s name has changed to Swansea Bay University Health Board.

However as this response asks for data prior to 1st April 2019, we have provided the information that ABMU Health Board held which will include Bridgend data.  
Request and response:
I would like to make a Freedom of Information request, specifically for the figures showing the number of patients awaiting Cholecystectomy surgery, from the point of referral to when they get the procedure across your hospitals, broken down by-
1. Year (From 2018-19 and every year since, for which data is available)
2. How long they have been waiting from zero to three months, three to six months, six to twelve months, over a year, over two years and over five years.
Please can this be delivered in the form of a table- with years as rows and numbers of patients as columns or vice-versa.
You clarified on 18th March 2026 that you were looking for both the times waited for patients who have received the Cholecystectomy surgery and how long patients have waited who are still waiting for Cholecystectomy surgery.
Please find below the information you have requested;

	
	Waiting Range

	Admission Year
	0–3 months
	3–6 months
	6–12 months
	1–2 Years
	2–5 Years
	Over 5 Years

	2018/19
	136
	60
	307
	90
	12
	0

	2019/20
	56
	19
	165
	17
	<5*
	0

	2020/21
	40
	15
	9
	6
	0
	0

	2021/22
	45
	15
	11
	15
	13
	0

	2022/23
	29
	18
	7
	21
	48
	<5*

	2023/24
	35
	16
	10
	38
	188
	7

	2024/25
	25
	13
	14
	69
	92
	0

	2025/26
	8
	12
	14
	122
	20
	0

	Grand Total
	374
	168
	537
	378
	**
	**


[bookmark: _Hlk222922831]
*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

** We are unable to provide you with the total number of patients for this bracket, as there is the ability to calculate the number individuals withheld  as less than five* if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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