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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.
Request and response:
Q1. Does your health board treat patients for Lupus Nephritis? (ICD-10 Code: M32.14 SNOMED Code: 68815009) If the health board doesn’t treat patients for Lupus Nephritis, to which health board does the health board refer patients on for treatment?               
Yes, our regional renal service cares for people with Lupus Nephritis across South West Wales.

Q2. How many patients have a current diagnosis of Lupus Nephritis? 
On 31st March 2026, 30 patients were recorded as having a primary diagnosis of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE with nephritis (with or without histological confirmation).
Please can you look at the last three full calendar years of data (2023, 2024, 2025) and provide a total number of patients who had a diagnosis in each year (ICD-10 Code: M32.14 SNOMED Code: 68815009).             
The table below shows the number of patients recorded as having a primary diagnosis of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) with nephritis (with or without histological confirmation) under our care in 2023, 2024 and 2025.
	Year
	Patients Diagnosed

	2023
	26

	2024
	24

	2025
	28



Q3. How many patients have received treatment in the latest four-month period (November 2025 to February 2026 if available) for Lupus Nephritis with the following treatments regimens? (ICD-10 Code: M32.14 SNOMED Code: 68815009)            
· Standard Therapy (Steroids + Mycophenolate Mofetil (MMF))
· Cyclophosphamide (EuroLupus regimen)               
· Belimumab (Benlysta)    
· Voclosporin (Lupkynis)  
· Obinutuzumab (Gazyvaro)           
· Ritixumab (MabThera or biosimilars)       
· Rituximab (any other brand)       
· Any other targeted therapy (please state if possible)        
The table below shows the number of patients with a coded diagnosis of SLE with nephritis (n=28) currently under the care of the SWW renal service prescribed relevant immunosuppressant medications. Patients are often prescribed more than one agent in combination.
	Medication
	Number of patients 

	Mycophenolate mofetil or mycophenolic acid + prednisolone (this precise combination as requested)
	<5*

	Azathioprine
	7

	Belimumab
	0

	Cyclophosphamide
	0

	Hydroxychloroquine
	12

	Mycophenolic acid*
	<5*

	Mycophenolate Mofetil*
	8

	Obinutuzumab
	0

	Prednisolone - prescribed alone or in combination with other immunosuppressants. Patient numbers are in addition to the specific combination requested in row 2 of this table.
	14

	Rituximab
	<5*

	Voclosporin
	0



*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
**The total number of paitents has not been provided because included this number would allow the working out of the low numbers where less than 5 has been identified.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the health board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the health board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the health board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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