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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.
You clarified on 8th June 2026 that you are looking for just Physiotherapists and Physiotherapy support staff, not to include admin and clerical staff.

Request and response:

Request 1:
Please confirm how many whole time equivalent (WTE) physiotherapists Band 5 posts were advertised by Swansea Bay University Health Board between April 1st 2025 and March 31st 2026, and the total number of applications received for these posts.
One Band 5 Physiotherapist post was advertised starting between the dates requested.  It was advertised internally only and attracted <5* applicants, one of which was appointed to 1 WTE.
In addition, a public advert was posted between 20th March 2025 to 3rd April 2025, which received 359 applications, in which 11 people were appointed to 11 WTE.
*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of applicants as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

Request 2: 
Please confirm how many whole time equivalent (WTE) physiotherapists Band 5 posts were successfully recruited by Swansea Bay University Health Board between April 1st 2025 and March 31st 2026.
Please refer to Request 1 above.

Request 3: 
Please confirm or deny if Swansea Bay University Health Board has had any periods of time within the last 12 months to the 31st of March 2026 where recruitment to posts has been delayed?  If confirmed, please provide reasons (short narrative) for the delay.
Yes, periods of delay due to changes to vacancy authorisation process within the health board.


[bookmark: _Hlk208829143]Request 4: 
Please confirm or deny whether there have been any new physiotherapy service developments including new services, new roles or changes to existing service delivery, in Swansea Bay University Health Board during the last financial year (April 2025 to end of March 2026). 
 If confirmed:
· Please provide details of the developments.
· Please confirm or deny whether these were supported by additional resources.
There have been no new Physiotherapy service developments in the last financial year.

Request 5: 
Please provide details of spend on agency/locum staff in the last year April 2025 to end of March 2026.
 £2,121.38

Request 6: 
Please confirm your current physiotherapy workforce vacancy rate:
a. as a percentage of the expected physiotherapy workforce at Swansea Bay University Health Board. 
11.68%

b. please provide a breakdown of vacancies in WTE broken down by Agenda for Change pay bands.

Band 3 - 2 WTE
Band 4 - 1 WTE
Band 6 - 1.57 WTE 
Band 7 - 2.1 WTE 
Band 8a - 0.4 WTE


[bookmark: _Hlk208829168]Request 7: 
Please provide an explanation of the vacancies in request 6, and any figures that relate to the number of vacant posts in e.g  How many are
1. Post waiting recruitment process, will be advertised
Band 3 - 1 WTE
Band 4 - 1 WTE
Band 6 - 0.84 WTE
Band 7 - 1 WTE
Band 7 - 0.2 WTE 
Band 7 - 0.9 WTE 


1. Post advertised, recruited to 
Band 3 - 1 WTE
Band 6 - 0.73 WTE
Band 8a - 0.4 WTE


1. Vacancy hold, unable to advertise
0

1. Financial savings, not recruiting to vacancy
0

1. Other (please explain)
0

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR 
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