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Thank you for your request for information. Please find below our response.

Request and response:

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding the provision of autism diagnostic assessments through the medium of Welsh within your Health Board, Swansea Bay UHB .
Please could you provide the following information:
1. Does your Health Board currently offer autism diagnostic assessments through the medium of Welsh?
Yes 

1. If Welsh-medium assessments are available:
· How many Welsh-speaking clinicians are currently involved in delivering these assessments?
We currently do not have any Welsh-speaking clinicians within the service. However, other IAS (integrated Autism Services) do have clinicians who speak Welsh. There is an agreement between IAS’, if a request is made, that we arrange for the individual to be seen by a Welsh-speaking clinician from another service so that their waiting time is not affected. 

In exchange, we accept an equivalent number of individuals from their waiting list to balance clinician time.


· Are assessments conducted directly in Welsh or through the use of interpreters/translation services?
Yes, they are conducted directly in in Welsh.

1. Please provide the current average waiting time for:
· English-medium autism diagnostic assessments
· Welsh-medium autism diagnostic assessments
There is no difference whether provided in Welsh, English or any other language.  People being assessed currently have waited 41 months for formal diagnostic assessment.

1. During the last three financial years, how many patients have requested autism diagnostic assessments through the medium of Welsh?
Nil.

1. During the last three financial years, how many Welsh-medium autism diagnostic assessments have been completed?
Nil. 

1. Does the Health Board have any current policy, strategy, action plan, or targets relating to increasing the availability of Welsh-medium neurodevelopmental or autism assessment services?
Nothing specific to autism. Please see here our action plans for increasing our ability to offer clinical consults in Welsh, although this doesn’t reference autism specifically, it refers to actions plans for Speech and Language Therapy and Mental Health and Learning Disability services - FINAL Accessing Healthcare in Welsh - 5 Year Implementation Plan.docx 

1. Please provide copies of any relevant policies, internal guidance documents, equality impact assessments, Welsh language compliance reports, or strategic plans relating to Welsh-medium autism or neurodevelopmental services.
Not applicable.

I hope this information is helpful. If you require anything further, please contact us at FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk.
Under the terms of the Health Board’s Freedom of Information policy, individuals seeking access to recorded information held by the Health Board are entitled to request internal review of the handling of their requests. If you would like to complain about the Health Board’s handling of your request, please contact me directly at the address below or register your complaint via FOIA.Requests@wales.nhs.uk. 
If after Internal Review you remain dissatisfied you are also entitled to refer the matter to the information commissioner at the Information Commissioner’s Office (Wales), 2nd Floor, Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HH. Telephone Number: 0330 414 6421.  
Yours sincerely
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Hazel Lloyd
Director of Corporate Governance
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cadeirydd/Chair: Jan Williams Prif Weithredwr/Chief Executive: Abigail Harris
Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR 
Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay UHB Headquarters, One Talbot Gateway, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
			
[image: A close-up of a person's face

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cadeirydd/Chair: Jan Williams Prif Weithredwr/Chief Executive: Abigail Harris
Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR 
Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay UHB Headquarters, One Talbot Gateway, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
		
image5.png




image7.jpeg
Bwrdd lechyd Prifysgol
Bae Abertawe

Swansea Bay University
Health Board





image6.jpg




