[bookmark: _Toc195263839]Appendix A: Key influencing legislation, policy and guidance
The development of this strategy is influenced by a range of International, UK and Welsh legislation, policies and guidance. These documents establish the standards and goals for climate adaptation, wellbeing and social justice, and net-zero pathways. Understanding these are key for addressing the impacts climate change, carbon emissions and social inequalities. Key documents are summarised below along with a summary of their relevance to this strategy. Local and regional documents are also covered.

[image: ]
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	Document 
	Legislation, Policy or Guidance
	Summary
	Relevance to project

	Well-being of Future Generations Act (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2015)

	Legislation 
	The Well-being of Future Generations Act requires public bodies to consider long-term impacts, aiming to create a sustainable, equitable Wales through seven Well-being goals.
	This project is framing findings under the Seven Well-being Goals and Five Ways of Working.

	The Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target Amendment) Order 2019 (UK Government, 2019)
	Legislation 
	A UK law that initially mandated reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 2050, with five-year carbon budgets to track progress. The target was amended to 100% in 2019.
	An understanding of existing legislation in place across the UK, and how this can support the development of a pathway to net-zero.

	Equality Act 2010 (UK Government, 2013)

	Legislation 
	The Equality Act 2010 consolidates and strengthens UK anti-discrimination laws, protecting individuals from unfair treatment based on nine protected characteristics across employment, services, and public life. 
	Ensures mitigation and adaptation strategies protect all. The goals of this framework will be accounted for within the strategy, as it will cover all residents of Swansea.


	Climate Adaptation Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government, 2024) 

	Policy
	The Climate Adaptation Strategy for Wales outlines the Welsh Government's comprehensive approach to addressing the impacts of climate change across various sectors. Recognising the increasing frequency of extreme weather events, the strategy emphasises the urgency of achieving net-zero emissions and adapting to the changing climate.
	Outlines existing policies in place across Wales and to address climate-related risks. 

	Net-Zero Wales (Welsh Government, 2024)
	Policy
	Net-Zero Wales outlines the second emissions reduction plan for Carbon Budget 2 (2021-2025), to make Wales net-zero by 2050. 
	The Plan outlines new policies and proposals, alongside commitments.

	Net Zero Commitment (HM Government, 2021)
	Policy
	The UK government's net zero commitment aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050.
	An understanding of existing measures in place across the UK, and how a pathway to net-zero can be developed.

	Climate Change Committee Adaptation Monitoring Framework (CCC, 2023)
	Policy 
	The Adaptation Monitoring Framework tracks the UK's progress in climate adaptation across key sectors, measuring risks and actions to improve resilience and guide government efforts.
	Provides existing knowledge of the status of mitigation and adaptation measures across the UK. 

	Sustainable Development Goals (United Nations, 2024)
	Guidance 
	The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 global objectives set by the United Nations to address issues including poverty, inequality, climate change and environmental protection, aiming for a more sustainable, equitable world by 2030.
	The SDGs allow for a consideration of social and cultural inequalities.

	Just Transition Framework (Welsh Government, 2024)

	Consultation (due to be published in Spring/
Summer 2025)
	The Just Transition Framework outlines a strategy for ensuring the shift to a low-carbon economy is fair and inclusive, addressing the social and economic impacts on workers, communities, and vulnerable groups. 
	The goals of this framework will be accounted for within the strategy, as it will cover all residents of Swansea.


	Climate Change in Wales: Health Impact Assessment (Public Health Wales, 2023)
	Guidance 
	The Health Impact Assessment outlines the impacts of climate change on health, well-being, and distribution of resources across the nation.
	Provision of key health impacts impacting the Welsh population, and future recommendations. 

	Ten Principles for Good Adaptation (CCC, 2023)
	Guidance
	The Climate Change Committee's "Ten Principles for Good Adaptation" outline key considerations for effective climate adaptation. They emphasise:
Prioritising actions that address the most significant risks.
Ensuring flexibility in plans to adapt as new risks emerge.
Promoting nature-based solutions.
Encouraging low-regret actions that bring immediate and long-term benefits.
Integrating adaptation into broader policy areas.
Strengthening community and local partnerships.
Fostering innovation in adaptation approaches.
Focusing on the most vulnerable sectors and populations.
Ensuring long-term investment in resilience.
Monitoring and reviewing progress regularly to adjust strategies.
	Outlines the key considerations that should be made to ensure a liveable future is created for all citizens of Swansea.


	Adaptation and Social Justice report for Wales (CCC, 2023)

	Guidance
	The report stresses the need for climate adaptation to address vulnerable communities, ensuring equitable access to resources and inclusive decision-making, while promoting social justice and environmental resilience.
	Provides existing knowledge of the status of mitigation and adaptation across Wales. 

	Climate Resilient Development (Schipper, et al., 2022) 

	Guidance
	The chapter focuses on integrating climate mitigation, adaptation, and sustainable development to enhance resilience. 
	Allows for an understanding of the cost associated with a lack of actions supporting a climate-resilient future. 

	IPCC’s Dimensions of climate-resilient development (IPCC, 2012)
	Guidance
	The IPCC report examines how climate change intensifies disaster risks by altering the frequency and severity of extreme weather events. Several ways of adapting are outlined. 
	Outlines next steps for adapting to climate-related risks. 

	ISO 14090/14091 Standards (ISO, 2019)
	Guidance
	ISO 14090/14091 standards are internationally recognised guidelines which describe how to understand vulnerability, and how to develop a sound risk assessment in relation to climate change. 
	Provides an overview of how stakeholders can be involved in the planning and decision-making process. 









	Local Document
	Summary
	Relevance to project

	
	
	

	Climate Change and Nature Recovery Mapping Survey Report (Climate Change and Nature Action Signatories Group, 2024)
	The report highlights a development in nature recovery, energy generation, and transport. Collaborative actions will help Swansea reach net zero by 2050, enhancing nature recovery.
	An understanding of who is doing what across the city and region of Swansea. Existing methods of good practice can be replicated.

	The Swansea Local Well-being Plan (Swansea PSB, 2023)

	The plan outlines the city and county's strategy for improving well-being. The plan aims to achieve the strategy through a collaborative approach, with the goal of creating a prosperous, equal, and sustainable Swansea by 2040.
	Integration of adaptation, mitigation risks and opportunities, and how these relate to the combined objectives across each of the Wellbeing Goals.

	Swansea Bay University Health Board Decarbonisation Action Plan (SBUHB, 2022)

	The plan includes strategies for reducing carbon emissions in areas e.g. healthcare operations, transport, and building management, with the goal of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2030.
	Understanding Swansea's existing decarbonisation plan allows for a consideration of how this can support the development of a pathway to net-zero. This ensures the regions mitigation and adaptation strategies protect all.

	Swansea Bay University Health Board: Climate Action Plan 2024-26 (SBUHB, 2024)
	The action plan aims to reduce emissions from SBUHB activities, while maximising support of the Well-being of Future Generations Act.
	Understanding the role of healthcare providers and employers in addressing climate change across Swansea. 

	Climate Change & Nature Strategy 2021-2030 (Swansea Council, 2022)

	The strategy aims to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2030 through actions such as decarbonising public buildings, transitioning to electric vehicles, enhancing biodiversity, and reducing waste.
	Swansea Council's commitment to climate change recovery, and how local, regional and international policies can support the development of a pathway to net-zero. This aligns with the UK's Climate Change Act (2008).

	Swansea Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) (Swansea Council and City Science, 2024)
	The plan targets net zero by 2050 through energy efficiency, electrification, and renewable energy, focusing on infrastructure upgrades, electric vehicles, and hydrogen solutions, while promoting local growth and sustainability.
	Enhance the efficiency and reliability of existing energy resources across the region of Swansea and consider how these relate to LAEPs long-term vision.

	Swansea Bay Population Health Plan (Reid, 2023)
	A population health strategy with a focus on climate change and the predicted health consequences.
	Address the health of the entire population of Swansea Bay, including the conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work and age.



The Regional Transport Plan is currently in development and should also be considered in future work.
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