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	Mental Health Legislation COMMITTEE
Key Issues Report


	The purpose of this report, is to provide an overview of the matters identified by the Mental Health Legislation committee to be brought to the attention of the Board following discussions at the last meeting.


	Name of report: 

	Mental Health Legislation Committee

	Date of meeting:
	There were three Mental Health Legislation members at the meeting.
The meeting was quorate.

	Group/Committee Chair

	Anne-Louise Ferguson

	Report Submitted by

	Corporate Governance

	1.
	Agenda
	The Mental Health Legislation Committee convenes on a monthly basis, and the agenda, relevant documents, and minutes from the meetings are accessible on the SBUHB website.


	2.
	Alert
	The Mental Health Legislation Committee wished to alert the Board on:

· SBUHB was alone in Wales in not mandating Mental Capacity Act training at any level, leading to difficulty in identifying those staff whose responsibilities required it. Training issues had resulted in escalation of risk from 16 to 20.
· SBUHB employed 3 Best Interest assessors but was heavily dependent on external assessors. This was a markedly lower number than that for similar HBs and contributed to the delays in patient assessment.
· As a result of delay in assessment, completion of comprehensive and up to date paperwork for submission to the Court of Protection, some patients remained on acute wards inappropriatell, leading to deconditioning and further delays to transferring to more suitable care, Alyson costing SBUHB very significant sums.


	3.
	Assure
	The Mental Health Legislation Committee wished to assure members of the Board that:

· The work undertaken by the Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Services relating to the functions set out under the Mental Health Act 1983 were being carried out correctly, and that the wider operation of the Act across the Health Board was operating properly.


	4.
	Advise
	The Mental Health Legislation Committee wished to advise members of the Board:
· Regional workshops were in place to consider the Right Care Right Place phases 3 and 4, inviting representations by the police to join the discussions. In addition, legal advice had confirmed that there had been no amendment to the Mental Health Act which would reduce the requirement of the police to comply with the provisions of s.136.


	5.
	Review of Risks
	The Mental Health Legislation Committee would keep the Board updated on any developments regarding risks in relation to the above.


	6.
	Sharing of learning
	

	7.
	Actions to be considered by the MHL Committee to Board
	Mental Capacity Act issues outlined under Alerts above would be subject to oversight from both Quality and Safety and Performance and Finance Committees.



[image: A rainbow colored lines on a black background

Description automatically generated]
image1.jpeg
Bwrdd lechyd Prifysgol
Bae Abertawe

Swansea Bay University
Health Board




image2.png




