ABMU volunteers lend their skills to Gambian eye care centre
Friday, 29 December 2017 
Teams from ABMU have once again been volunteering their skills and experience to help the people of The Gambia.
 
[image: Gambia Rhys]The two teams are the latest to travel to the African country as part of the Gambia-Swansea Vision 2020 Link.
 
This was established in 2008 to develop a partnership between Singleton Hospital and the Sheik Zayed Regional Eye Care Centre (SZRECC).
 
Rhys Whelan pictured with SZRECC library staff
 
The aim is to help eliminate avoidable and treatable causes of blindness in The Gambia as part of the WHO Vision 2020 Project.
 
ABMU staff have gone on to forge close links with the SZRECC over the years.
 
Recently, the partnership has been successful in developing a children’s eye clinic with its own play area as well as helping to repair and maintain essential equipment.
 
Future projects include working with SZRECC to develop a diabetic retinopathy screening service.  
 
Last month, an ABMU team comprising consultants Dave Laws and John Roberts-Harry, medical electronic engineer Paul Lawrence and orthoptist Rhys Durmont Jones, visited the centre.
 
[image: Gambia Doctors]They were followed a few weeks later by a second team consisting of consultant Gwyn Williams, librarian Rhys Whelan and Link coordinator Stella Elliott.
 
Right: Consultant Gwyn Williams and Link coordinator Stella Elliott working in the theatre with a colleague from SZRECC
 
Each team spent a week at the SZRECC, which is located in Kanifing just outside the Gambian capital of Banjul.
 
SZRECC serves as an eye care training centre for students from across Sub-Saharan Africa enrolled in its programmes.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
The ABMU teams were involved in delivering teaching sessions and working alongside colleagues at SZRECC to treat patients during busy day clinics.
 
Team member Rhys Whelan said: “It was a fantastic experience and not something I ever thought I’d have the opportunity to do as a librarian.
 
“It was great to have the chance to promote information literacy and to teach literature-searching skills to the staff and students at SZRECC.”
 
You can read more about The Gambia-Swansea Vision 2020 Link, including blogs by ABMU staff, here.
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