Health staff's magnificent response to winter homeless appeal
Friday, 8 December 2017 
Health staff have been praised for their magnificent response to an annual appeal to bring some festive cheer to the homeless community.
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The fourth annual ABMU Winter Homeless Appeal has been the most successful to date, with staff across Swansea, Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend inundating the organisers with donations.
 
Left: Pat Dwan with just some of the donations by ABMU HQ staff in Baglan
 
It is run by mental health nurse Pat Dwan, and homeless nurse Janet Keauffling.
 
In association with homeless charity The Wallich, the appeal helps rough sleepers in the Swansea area.
 
Donations also support people who are vulnerably housed. These are former rough sleepers or homeless people who now have a roof over their head, but have little or no spare cash for clothes or toiletries.
 
Pat said around two dozen people slept rough on the streets of Swansea each night, with another 50 or so classed as vulnerably housed.
 
“This appeal means a lot to them, because it shows someone cares,” said Pat. “Homelessness is a problem 52 weeks a year, and the donations we collect are distributed throughout the year.”
 
Staff were asked to donate men’s and women’s clothes and shoes, phone chargers, toiletries, tinned food, kit bags and sleeping bags.
 
Below: Pat is joined by Karl Bresnan to load up the collection van with donations
 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Pat Dwan Karl]With the support of Karl Bresnan, an outreach worker from The Wallich, Pat picked up most of the donations and took them to a storage point in Cefn Coed Hospital ready for distribution. Colleagues from Bridgend also helped with the collection in that area.
 
Last year’s appeal was, at the time, the most successful yet. But Pat, who works with the homeless community in Swansea, said the response this year was even better.
 
Pat said: “Our staff have been magnificent. They really have excelled themselves this year.
 
“What is particularly noticeable is how much new stuff has been donated.
 
“So it’s not just people emptying their wardrobes or whatever, they’ve gone to shops and spent money to support the appeal.”
 
Janet said the donations made each December usually lasted until around September of the following year. She added: “This is such an important event for us.
 
“It allows us to offer people a change of warm, dry clothes when it’s been raining all day and everything they possess is soaked through - or to provide another layer when they’re sleeping out in freezing temperatures.”
 
Source: Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
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