Exhibition commemorates 1947 sea disaster
Tuesday, 17 July 2018 
An exhibition commemorating one of the worst sea disasters off the Welsh coastline has opened in Bridgend.
 
[image: Samtampa - Gary and Carwyn Jones]In 1947, the eight-strong crew of the Mumbles RNLI lifeboat, Edward Prince of Wales, and the 39 crewmen of the SS Samtampa lost their lives off Porthcawl.
 
The exhibition has opened at Princess of Wales Hospital, 71 years after the tragedy.
 
It is a community tribute to the inspirational courage of seamen and the emergency services, both back then and now.
 
Gary Victor of Porthcawl Shout Forum alongside First Minister Carwyn Jones
 
First Minister and Bridgend AM Carwyn Jones opened the event. He is the patron of the Porthcawl Shout Forum, a Welsh Government and Bridgend Council community initiative.
 
The winter of 1947 was the most severe for more than 100 years and on 23rd April, another storm with hurricane force winds developed in the Bristol Channel.
 
That afternoon the 7,200 ton Liberty Ship, SS Samtampa, was fighting the storm trying to reach Newport.
 
Tragically after a four hour battle it was driven onto the rocks at Sker Point, Porthcawl, where it was quickly torn into three pieces.
 
A heroic rescue attempt was made by the crew of the Edward Prince of Wales but it too was lost. A total of 47 seamen died at Sker Point, Porthcawl, that afternoon.
 
It was the greatest loss of civilian life off the Welsh coast in the modern era.
 
[image: Samtampa - Huw, Carwyn, Gary and George]Chief Fire Officer of South Wales Fire and Rescue Huw Jakeway, First Minister Carwyn Jones, Gary Victor of Porthcawl Shout Forum and George Crumpler of HM Coastguard.
 
Mr Jones said: “It was lovely to see this very special exhibition again. Only last year, it had been my great pleasure to sponsor the ‘Samtampa and Edward Prince of Wales exhibition’ at the National Assembly for Wales to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the disaster. 
 
“I would like to thank Gary Victor, Jean Humphreys and others from Porthcawl Shout, for all their hard work on this to ensure that future generations will never forget the awful events that unfolded on the 23 April 1947. 
 
“As people leave us, it becomes more important that there are exhibitions such as this that continue to inform people about events from Porthcawl’s maritime past.”
[image: Samtampa - sculpture] 
The exhibition, hosted by Porthcawl Shout Forum, displays many pictures and a timeline of events of the SS Samtampa.
 
Work from primary school children in Mumbles was also on display as historical educational workshops were held across Swansea Bay.
 
Gary Victor of the Porthcawl Shout Forum said: “We are indebted to all the emergency service guests and political representatives who came to the exhibition, some from as far as Aberystwyth.
“Their awareness will help keep this memorable piece of our sea heritage alive for future generations.”
 
An impressive sculpture, The Savage Sea, has been created to recapture the inspirational courage of the seamen.
 
It is currently in storage but will hopefully be sited in front of the new Harbourside Centre which will focus awareness on Porthcawl’s Maritime Heritage.
 
However, visitors to the exhibition were able to see a pictorial display of the sculpture instead.
 
Princess of Wales Director, Jamie Marchant said: “This exhibition is here to raise public awareness of the disaster that happened just a few miles from this hospital.
 
“This is a really important part of our coastal heritage and we as a health board are very pleased to be a part of this exhibition. 
 
“We wish the project every success in finding a site for the sculpture.
[image: Samtampa - Carwyn, Gary, Jamie and Martin] 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The display will be up in our main hospital entrance for a number of weeks to enable staff and members of the public who use our services to read and understand more about that tragic day.”
 
First Minister Carwyn Jones, Gary Vistor of Porthcawl Shout Forum, Princess of Wales Director, Jamie Marchant and ABMU’s heritage lead Martin Thomas
 
Source: Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
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