Burns surgeon's pride after date at Buckingham Palace
Friday, 10 March 2017 
Morriston Hospital consultant Prof Tom Potokar has shared his pride after being honoured by the Queen at Buckingham Palace.
 
[image: Tom P OBE]Tom, co-founder of international charity Interburns (International Network for Training, Education & Research in Burns) was appointed OBE for services to global burn care and prevention in the New Year’s Honours.
 
He was accompanied to his investiture this week by his wife and fellow Interburns member Dominique and their sons Arthur and Alex.
 
Tom received his insignia from the Queen at a ceremony which also saw Bryn Terfel and Olympians Charlotte Dujardin and Katherine Grainger honoured.
 
Tom said: “It was wonderful for my wife and children to experience the pomp and ceremony of attending the investiture - from the thrill of driving through the front gates and seeing the Queen close up.”
 
He said it was very rewarding to have been recognised but paid tribute to the ongoing work of others in countries such as Nepal, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Ghana, Ethiopia and Palestine including a team of ABMU nurses who have just headed out to Ghana after volunteering to deliver an advanced burn care nursing programme.
 
“I am also very happy that this honour has come at a time when we are just launching the new Centre for Global Burn Injury Policy & Research at Swansea University.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I hope this will cement Swansea as a real hub for improving global burn care and prevention through a combination of education, training, capacity building, and implementation focused research,” he added.
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