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			What Happened This Week...

Discussions in Welsh Government, the House of Lords and various UK Committees continued this week, largely focusing on Brexit preparedness prior to the summer recess period. There was also a major vote by MPs (passed by the narrowest of margins) on one amendment to the Northern Ireland Bill which would require the Government to produce fortnightly update reports, thus making it more difficult for any new Prime Minister to prorogue Parliament in the autumn to push through a no-deal Brexit.   

The External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee announced a consultation on post-Brexit freedom of movement and the impact on Wales. With a view to informing the Welsh and UK Government’s thinking in this area, the Committee is seeking the views of stakeholders of the policy implications of the proposals for Wales. The consultation closes on September 10 and the Welsh NHS Confederation will be submitting a response on behave of our members.

We are in the final design stages of a Brexit Preparedness toolkit which will summarise no-deal preparations to date and provide links to relevant UK and Welsh Government guidance. So watch this space for its release!   

If you have any questions about the Brexit process, please see our FAQs page for more details which have been updated this week, or email any questions to brexitfaqs@welshconfed.org. Please visit our website for more information and resources on current developments. 

Nesta Lloyd-Jones, 
Interim Director, Welsh NHS Confederation 
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Welsh Government News and Guidance

Package of support for EU Citizens living in Wales announced
The Welsh Government’s Counsel General and Brexit Minister Jeremy Miles has announced a new package of support to help EU citizens prepare for Brexit and continue to live and work in Wales.

Around 80,000 EU citizens currently live, work and study in Wales and many have not yet applied to the UK government’s Settlement Scheme to remain in the UK after Brexit. The new package of support from Welsh Government will:
1. offer support with applications and give advice on social welfare issues and workplace rights through the network of Citizens Advice throughout Wales;
1. provide an immigration advice service offering specialist support for complex cases, delivered by immigration legal specialists, Newfields Law;
1. increase the provision of digital support centres in Wales – to help those without the digital means to apply for settled status; and
1. work with a range of charities and partners across Wales to raise awareness of the need to apply for settled status in hard-to-reach and vulnerable communities.
In a press conference, Brexit Minister (Jeremy Miles) criticised the Conservative leadership candidates for advocating no-deal as a potential solution to the Brexit deadlock. He said the European Commission has been clear that the agreed deal cannot be renegotiated and reiterated Welsh Labour’s calls for a second referendum. Mr Miles said Labour should place a remain commitment in its manifesto to secure a mandate.

For further information, please see the Preparing Wales for a no-deal Brexit website and click here  for more information on Health and Social Care sector planning for a no-deal Brexit.









		
			National Assembly Developments

Brexit Timeline
By Senedd Research on Thursday 11 July 2019
In April 2017, the Research Service published its first Brexit timeline setting out the key events in the UK’s departure from the EU. In publishing that first timeline, we committed to update and develop the timeline as the negotiations progressed. We published the fourth iteration in October 2018. Below is the fifth iteration of the timeline. The timeline is based on information available at this time and is likely to be amended to reflect developments in the coming weeks and months.
 
Brexit Negotiations Monitoring Report
By Senedd Research on Wednesday 10 July 2019
Senedd Research publishes regular negotiation monitoring reports for the Assembly’s External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee, on the latest position papers, announcements and developments in Brexit negotiations of importance to Wales.

Concerning the First Minister’s statement on Social Partnership in the Assembly on Tuesday, Blaenau Gwent AM Alun Davies urged Welsh Ministers to consider the Lisbon Treaty which enshrined partnership working. The Labour AM called for social partnership to be included in the shared prosperity fund. He stressed the importance of ensuring cultural change.

External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee
Monday, 8 July 2019
The External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee held a scrutiny session with the First Minister. Mark Drakeford said there has been little progress on the review of intergovernmental relations. AMs questioned the First Minister on international agreements, Theresa May’s announcement of a devolution review, the Conservative leadership contest and the Welsh Government’s international strategy. Mark Drakeford said any attempt to open the NHS to the private sector as part of a US-UK free trade agreement would be resisted by the Welsh Government.

First Minister’s Questions 
Tuesday, 9 July 2019
Adam Price raised Labour’s announcement that it would campaign to remain in the UK in the event of a referendum called by a Tory PM. The Plaid Cymru leader asked whether Labour would do the same if it was in government at Westminster. Mark Drakeford said Labour is in favour of Wales remaining in the EU. He told AMs that the government would campaign to remain in a second referendum. Mr Price criticised Labour for failing to join the remain alliance in the Brecon and Radnorshire by-election. Prof Drakeford attacked Plaid’s “astonishing” decision to deny people for the chance to vote for the “so-called” Party of Wales.
 
Freedom of Movement: The External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee announced a consultation on post-Brexit freedom of movement and the impact on Wales. With a view to informing the Welsh and UK Government’s thinking in this area, the Committee is seeking the views of stakeholders of the policy implications of the proposals for Wales. The consultation closes on September 10.
 
Questions to the Counsel General and Brexit Minister (in respect of his Brexit Minister responsibilities) 
Wednesday, 10 July 2019

Brexit Opportunities 

Darren Millar (Clwyd West) (Con) asked what opportunities the Welsh Government has identified as a result of Brexit. Brexit Minister (Jeremy Miles) said the Welsh Government takes the view that the overwhelming outcome of Brexit on Wales is negative, adding that a no-deal scenario would be particularly damaging. He recognised there are opportunities, pointing to the deployment of future structural funds to better support the Welsh economy, calling on the Welsh Secretary and UK Government to live up to its commitment in this regard. He raised the proposals to strengthen the devolution settlement and intergovernmental machinery.

The Conservative AM argued that there will be “some fantastic opportunities”, particularly with regard to legislation. He cited Portugal’s opposition to the Welsh Government’s proposed minimum unit price for alcohol. He asked what action the Welsh Government is taking to ensure its legislative programme takes advantage of the opportunities that may appear post-Brexit. Mr Miles spoke on the benefits of operating within the framework of European law.

Darren Millar discussed the Shared Prosperity Fund and said that both Boris Johnson and Jeremy Hunt have guaranteed that Wales will not lose out “a single penny” of European funding. He asked how the Welsh Government is respecting the outcome of the referendum. Jeremy Miles said the Welsh Government had long advocated a form of Brexit which respected the result of the EU referendum whilst doing the least damage to Wales.
 
Labour’s Brexit Policy 

Delyth Jewell (South Wales East) (PC) spoke on Jeremy Corbyn’s latest position on a new EU referendum. Mr Miles reiterated Welsh Labour’s position on a second referendum and said it continues to advocate this position in all discussions with the UK Government. Ms Jewell asked what actions the Welsh Government could take if the UK Government wanted to invoke Section 82 to force Welsh Government Ministers to implement damaging measures that they do not agree with. She also asked whether this would involve taking the UK Government to court. Jeremy Miles said the Welsh Government does not want a veto in relation to the matters but wants to contribute to the negotiating mandate. 
 
UK Governance Arrangements

Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire) (Con) asked if the recommendation of a Speaker’s Conference from the Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee’s report on UK governance post-Brexit is being considered. Jeremy Miles responded that there is still a much to do on the constitutional relationship between governments, adding that the ongoing work between legislatures is crucial for a stable UK structure.
 
UK Common Frameworks

Alun Davies expressed concern that the creation of common frameworks is being taken away from public scrutiny, calling for a statutory structure for the basis of their development. David Melding highlighted a UK engagement plan, which he said was a sign that things were moving in the right direction. In response, Jeremy Miles outlined the basis of framework development, saying that some will have legislative underpinnings and that he regretted not sharing information sooner due to the diversionary nature of no-deal planning. He told AMs that one dimension is governance which he said sits in a broader discussion about intergovernmental arrangements. He concluded that the development of common frameworks has been productive in terms of engagement within the UK.
 
Engagement

Jeremy Miles told Andrew RT Davies there are no scheduled meetings with the UK Government over recess.

Questions Not Reached 
1. Shared Prosperity Fund and devolution settlement: The UK Government has committed a number of times to respect devolution in developing the Shared Prosperity Fund, but their actions have resolutely not done so. We urgently need certainty that our devolved competences will be respected as well as confirmation of replacement EU funding in full.  
 
1. Discussions with UK Ministers on Wales’ role in Brexit negotiations: I continue to press the UK Government for clarity on our role in the next phase of negotiations. As I set out at the meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee on EU negotiations last month, reaching agreement on many areas is a constitutional necessity.   












			News and Reports

Welsh Government to help EU citizens apply to stay
A new package of support to help people from EU countries to continue to live and work in Wales after Brexit has been announced.

Wales may have to reassess independence if the UK breaks up, First Minister says
First Minister Mark Drakeford has indicated that his government would reconsider Welsh independence as an option, if the UK broke up.

Labour should back Remain, says Welsh Government minister
Labour should campaign to remain in the EU if a general election is called before Brexit, according to the Welsh Government's top lawyer.

Independence: Mark Drakeford rejects Plaid Cymru claim he's 'indy-curious'
The first minister has repeatedly pledged his commitment to the United Kingdom in the Senedd after Plaid Cymru seized on comments saying his support was not "unconditional".

Tory leadership: Boris Johnson's EU aid comments 'entirely unacceptable'
Boris Johnson's ideas for how cash replacing EU aid is spent in Wales post-Brexit are "entirely unacceptable", first minister Mark Drakeford said.

Brexit ferry deal 'rushed and risky', MPs say
The government's Brexit ferry programme was "rushed and risky", according to a cross-party group of MPs, who confirmed the botched project had cost £85m.
 
Boris Johnson and Jeremy Hunt 'no allies to Wales' as Tory leadership contest heads to Cardiff
The two men hoping to become the next Prime Minister will try to win over Welsh Conservative members as their party’s leadership tour rolls into Cardiff.

 
The Institute of Welsh Affairs published a blog on how the: Shared Prosperity Fund delays will impact Wales
 
All EU27 Member States have adopted or prepared national contingency measures ensuring the residence rights of UK nationals who are legally residing in a Member State at withdrawal date in a no deal scenario. This is an overview of national preparations by the EU27 Member States ensuring that – in the case of a no deal withdrawal – UK nationals who are legally residing in a Member State at withdrawal date will continue to be considered as legally residing.
 
European Union Committee publishes its thirteenth international agreements report
European Union Committee publishes thirteenth report on Brexit-related international agreements.
 









		
			Brexit Frequently Asked Questions

We have updated our Brexit FAQs again this week to include links to guidance for businesses preparing for a no-deal Brexit. 

Visit the FAQs page to get the latest version as it's updated and send in any questions to BrexitFAQs@welshconfed.org
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UK Government & NHS England Resources
 
Over in Europe, two UK MEPs were determined as Committee Chairs: Chris Davies (Renew Europe Group UK) will be Chair of Fisheries Committee (PECH), and Irina von Wiese (Renew Europe Group UK) will be first Vice Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI).
 
Overview from Westminster

Tory Leadership candidates Jeremy Hunt and Boris Johnson went head to head on an ITV debate, with Brexit a central topic throughout the debate..   
MPs voted for a process that would make it more difficult for a future prime minister to prorogue Parliament. Tory MP Dominic Grieve wanted to amend the Northern Ireland Bill to stop a future PM forcing through a no-deal Brexit by suspending Parliament. His amendment - to require ministers to regularly report on the situation in Northern Ireland - passed by one vote (294-293). The second - which would have required the government to schedule debates on those progress reports - was defeated by 293 votes to 289; since both amendments did not pass this limits the ability to stop a no-deal Brexit.
 
The House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee questioned Secretary of State Matt Hancock on the status of the NHS no-deal Brexit preparations, and stated that he "does not think the US can achieve its objective" of increasing the price the NHS pays for drugs from US companies as part of any UK/US trade deal.
 
During  Prime Ministers Questions, questions of the implications of a possible no deal Brexit continued, and the PM reiterated the importance of delivering on Brexit. The Scottish National Party's Westminster Leader, Ian Blackford, asked about the possibility of a recession due to Brexit and about ruling out a no-deal Brexit.
 
The House of Commons Brexit Committee held a session questioning two key political actors in the Parliamentary Brexit process. First they questioned the Rt Hon David Lidington about the Government’s perspective on the cross-party talks and the timeline of potential decisions awaiting the new Conservative leader in the run up to the 31 October deadline. The discussions included an overview of the cross-party talks, the thinking of the EU during this negotiating period, current economic assessment of a no-deal Brexit (published earlier this year), involvement of devolved nations, how he does not support the prorogue of Parliament, and the various situations that may arise over the coming months (i.e. the potential of a second referendum or general election). The Committee then questioned Sir Keir Starmer, Labour’s lead on Brexit, answered questions on Labour’s Brexit policy and the view from the Labour camp during the cross-party talks.
 
Over in the House of Lords, the EU Home Affairs Sub-Committee continued its inquiry into ‘Brexit: future UK-EU cooperation on asylum and international protection’ with expert evidence from David Bolt, Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration. During his session Mr. Bolt clarified how asylum seekers applications are being dealt with, that the vulnerable person scheme and the EU Settlement Scheme are similar in that they have set targets, and that he believes operational cooperation will continue between UK and other country border forces due to shared professional interests (but cannot speak to the implications of political developments).    

EU 'top job' appointments and nominations
Commons Library Insight
Who are the new appointees and nominees for the top jobs in EU institutions and what will it mean for Brexit?
 
Brexit and the UK border: out-of-court settlement with Eurotunnel
Public Accounts Committee report
Says the Department for Transport's rushed procurement of ferry freight capacity cost the taxpayer £85 million
 
Guidance

Brexit page on UK Government providing information about EU Exit including the article 50 process, negotiations, and announcements about policy changes as a result of EU Exit, such as the Prepare for EU Exit Campaign.
 
Settled Status

EU Settlement Scheme: application processing times
Current expected processing times for applications to the EU Settlement Scheme. Updated processing times.
 
EU Settlement Scheme caseworker guidance
Guidance for caseworkers considering applications under the EU Settlement Scheme. New guidance on family member of a qualifying British citizen and derivative right to reside (Chen and Ibrahim/Teixeira cases) added.
 
NHS England Preparing for EU Exit page where you can find Guidance and correspondence, which includes continuity of medicine supply frequently asked questions.









		
			Looking Ahead
Monday 15 July 
1. Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee
Negative resolution instruments: SL(5)429 - The National Health Service (Charges to Overseas Visitors) (Amendment) (Wales) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019
 
1. House of Commons: Oral Questions to the Secretary of State for the Home Department
Ronnie Cowan (Inverclyde) What assessment his Department has made of the effectiveness of the EU Settlement Scheme application process.
Tuesday 16 July 
1. Plenary: Statement by the Counsel General and Brexit Minister: Brexit Preparedness
 
1. The Shared Prosperity Fund Conference 09:00 – 16:00, 16 July 2019, Glamorgan Building, School of Geography and Planning, Committee Room 1, Cardiff University
 
1. House of Commons: Foreign Affairs Committee - Oral Evidence Session 
The future of Britain’s diplomatic relationship with Europe: follow up
Sir Ivan Rogers, former UK Permanent Representative to the EU
 
1. House of Lords: Oral questions
Implementation of the EU Settlement Scheme - Lord Greaves
Implications of a no-deal Brexit for those within EU member states seeking asylum in the UK - Lord Roberts of Llandudno
 
1. House of Lords: EU Justice Sub-Committee - Oral Evidence Session 
Brexit: Citizens rights: follow-up
Rt Hon Caroline Nokes MP, Minister of State for Immigration, Home Office
Mr Simon Bond, Director for EU Exit Immigration Strategy, Home Office
 
Wednesday 17 July 
1. Health, Social Care and Sport Committee (Draft): Implications of Brexit: UK-wide common policy frameworks (public excluded)
 
1. Plenary: Statement by the Chair of the External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee - Brexit Priorities
 
1. House of Commons: Exiting the European Union Committee - Oral Evidence Session 
The progress of the UK’s negotiations on EU withdrawal
Rt Hon Stephen Barclay MP, Secretary of State, Department for Exiting the European Union
 
1. House of Commons: European Scrutiny Committee - Oral Evidence Session 
Post-Brexit Scrutiny of EU Law and Policy
Catherine Barnard, Professor of European Union and Labour Law, University of Cambridge
Steve Peers, Professor of EU Law and Human Rights, University of Essex
Friday 19 July  
1. Last day of National Assembly of Wales sitting: Summer recess Monday 22 July 2019 – Sunday 15 September 2019
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Wales is home to thousands of EU citizens who enrich
our society. They are our friends, our neighbours our
work colleagues and our family members.

However, many face an uncertain future. Tailored
advice and support which breaks down
communication barriers will enable everyone to
understand their rights and make informed decisions.
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Frequently asked questions
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