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gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
 caring for each other, working together, always improving

	
    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-G-038





Please note that we have provided information related to cancelled admissions, rather than cancelled procedures. Due to the way that our systems record information, when a procedure is rearranged/adjusted, this will flag as a procedure “cancellation”. This would not accurately reflect the position of cancelled procedures. Instead we have provided the number of cancelled admissions – where a patient is scheduled for admission or has been admitted for a procedure, and this admission is cancelled.
The Covid-19 pandemic has caused huge disruption to NHS services, not just in Swansea Bay but across the UK.
As with all health organisations, during the first and subsequent waves we suspended non-emergency services and appointments so our hospitals did not become overwhelmed while we cared for those seriously ill with the virus. Inevitably this has affected waiting lists as it has done with all other health boards.
Clearly this was not something any of us would have wanted and we were extremely conscious of the potential consequences for patients.
Since the start of the pandemic we have continued to care for those requiring urgent treatment, and following the pandemic we reintroduced most of our services and have done our best to keep disruption to a minimum throughout the subsequent waves, often with change in place to protect patients and staff, but continuing to provide as much planned care as possible.
Our hard-working staff have supported this by coming up with innovative solutions to protect services, adapt services to continue recognising the existence of the virus and introduce new ones specifically as a result of the virus – there are numerous examples on our website.

You asked:
I am seeking information on the following points about elective surgeries.
1. The number of elective operations cancelled by the health board, at no fault of the patient. I would like this information for 2022-23.

	Cancellation type
	2022/23

	Hospital - Clinical
	867

	Hospital - Non Clinical
	4745

	Grand Total
	5612




a. Please provide a breakdown by service or speciality.
b. Clarify how many of the operations were cancelled for clinical reasons, as opposed to non-clinical.

	Main Specialty
	Hospital - Clinical
	Hospital - Non Clinical

	General Surgery
	135
	566

	Urology
	114
	462

	Trauma & Orthopaedic
	121
	935

	ENT
	17
	211

	Ophthalmology
	57
	400

	Oral/Maxillo Facial Surgery
	27
	167

	Plastic Surgery
	27
	524

	Cardiothoracic Surgery
	35
	150

	General Medicine
	19
	55

	Gastroenterology
	125
	339

	Endocrinology
	0
	<5*

	Haematology
	6
	117

	Rehabilitation
	0
	<5*

	Cardiology
	83
	260

	Thoracic Medicine
	4
	12

	Nephrology
	0
	<5*

	Neurology
	38
	234

	Rheumatology
	0
	<5*

	Paediatrics
	5
	10

	Medicine For The Elderly
	0
	9

	Dental Medicine Specialties
	<5*
	13

	Gynaecology
	36
	179

	Clinical Oncology
	7
	79

	Radiology
	7
	17




c. Clarify how many of the operations were cancelled at 'short notice’?
You clarified on 21st July 2023 that by “short notice” you are referring to proceduress cancelled on the scheduled day or the day before.

	Cancellation type
	2022/23

	Hospital - Clinical
	321

	Hospital - Non Clinical
	2072

	Grand Total
	2393

	
	




d. Clarify how many of the cancelled operations were rescheduled within the following 28 days?
	Cancellation type
	2022/23

	Hospital - Clinical
	177

	Hospital - Non Clinical
	1850

	Grand Total
	2027




* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.
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