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gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
 caring for each other, working together, always improving

	
    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-G-042





Swansea Bay Health Board recognise how distressing it is for people who have had long waits for surgery, and understand the devastating effect it can have on their lives. The pandemic has stretched NHS resources to the limit, leading to record waiting times for orthopaedic and other surgery across the UK. This is on top of the usual winter and emergency pressures, which have only worsened an already challenging situation.

Last year, the health board agreed to create a series of centres of excellence at its main hospital sites, allowing it to work through the backlog as quickly and efficiently as possible. We opened a three theatre complex at Neath Port Talbot hospital on 15th June 2023, representing a total investment of £21 million.
This is the next step in the Health Board’s plans to implement Changing for the Future, our Clinical Strategy.  It aims to develop each of our main hospitals as a Centre of Excellence in their own right for different services.  Neath Port Talbot Hospital is being developed as the Centre of Excellence for orthopaedic and spinal care, urology, diagnostics, rehabilitation and rheumatology.
Consisting of three new theatres, five pre-assessment rooms and accommodation for staff to change, rest rooms and a seminar room, the new complex will provide the facilities to enable Neath Port Talbot Hospital (NPTH) to progress with becoming a centre of excellence for Orthopaedics, Spinal Care and Urology tackling historically high waiting times and providing potential for a regional solution over time.
The maximum potential additional capacity of the facilities is for an additional 3,000 operations a year.  This maximum additional capacity could be unlocked over time via successful recruitment and further Welsh Government funding for which we have already submitted a bid.  Notwithstanding the outstanding bid to maximise the additional capacity, this new facility will have a significant impact on the current Health Board’s backlog of 5,000 patients waiting for treatment, support the commitment to reduce 104 week waits by March 2024 and ensure that patients in South West Wales will no longer need to wait a significant time for surgery.  Orthopaedic waiting lists, which were already very long before Covid-19, were worsened by the effects of the pandemic. Over half of our patients have now been waiting more than two years for orthopaedic surgery.
Neath Port Talbot Hospital plans to offer a ring-fenced elective service aimed at powering through the majority of patients on these lists.
Morriston Hospital will continue to be responsible for orthopaedic trauma patients and orthopaedic patients with more complex needs. The health board is actively looking at how best to serve this last group.


You asked:
I am requesting under The Freedom of Information Act :-
1) The number of people waiting for an urgent knee replacement
As at 30th June 2023, there were 449 patients awaiting an urgent full or partial knee replacement.

2) The approximate waiting time for such a operation.
Of the 449 patients waiting, 80% of these had been waiting up to 153 weeks.
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Pencadlys BIP Bae Abertawe, Un Porthfa Talbot, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR / Swansea Bay UHB Headquarters, One Talbot Gateway, Port Talbot, SA12 7BR
Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe yw enw gweithredu Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
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