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    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-K-025






You asked:
1. What is your estimate of the incidence of PoTS in the population of Swansea and Neath Port Talbot and how many patients have been diagnosed with the condition over the last 5 years? 
To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
2. Is there evidence of a growth in PoTS diagnoses since May 2020 due to patients suffering with long-Covid? 
Yes. However, there are no statistics available as this is not a diagnosis that is coded within the Health Board. 
3. To which specialty within secondary care are PoTS patients referred for investigation, diagnosis and longer-term management? 
These patients are referred directly to Professor Halcox, who is a consultant Cardiologist within the Health Board and whom primarily manages secondary cardiology cases.  They will be seen and reviewed in his outpatient clinic in Singleton Hospital, on a face to face basis.  Investigations can also take place within Singleton Hospital, including blood pressure monitoring and heart rate monitoring, including ambulatory monitoring over longer periods of time.  Once a patient has a diagnosis of POTS, Professor Halcox continues to monitor them through follow up clinic appointments.

 
4. Are there established ICB patient pathways in place for the referral, diagnosis and management of a) adult patients and b) paediatric patients with PoTS in your local population? 
Paediatric patients are not managed within Cardiac Services in the Health Board. SBUHB seek individual patient funding requests for referral to specialist paediatric PoTS Consultants from the PoTS website if required.  There is currently no multi-disciplinary team in place within the Health Board for PoTS patients.  If Professor Halcox decides that a case is too complex or severe to remain under the care of SBUHB then they will be referred to a more specialised centre, including ones based in Birmingham and Bristol.
5. Do a) adult patients and b) paediatric patients diagnosed with PoTS have access to a specialised PoTS clinic or service for treatment by dedicated clinicians with an interest/expertise in the condition?  If so, please provide details of individual adult and paediatric services patients are referred to. 

Please see Q4 response. 

6. How is activity coded for adult and paediatric patients with a diagnosis of PoTS? 
	PoTS is coded under I49.8 – other specified cardiac arrhythmias
_____________________________________________________________ 
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