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gofalu am ein gilydd, cydweithio, gwella bob amser
 caring for each other, working together, always improving

	
    Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 23-I-032 






You asked:
I am writing to request clarification:

1. Please would you indicate how many hours you estimate it would take for you to provide the requested information?

This is difficult to estimate but would exceed the 18 hour time limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit.

Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information.

2. As Midazolam is a controlled drug, please will you explain why the requested information is not held centrally by the hospital pharmacy?

Pharmacy hold the information of amount of Midazolam issued daily to the wards. However, the total amount of Midazolam administered to patients in a certain time period would require a manual trawl of patient records and would exceed the 18 hour time limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. 

Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information.


3. Are you stating that the hospital keeps no accessible record of how much of this drug it is dispensing?

A record is kept of patients that are administered Midazolam and it would be recorded accurately on patient records. However, for the information requested it would mean accessing individual patient records and Controlled Drug Registers on each ward in Swansea Bay University Health Board which would exceed the 18 hour time limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. 

Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information.

We have however attached the daily ward issue data below:

1. The total amount of Midazolam issued at Morriston Hospital from 1 January 2023 to 31 August 2023, in mg. 
	
	Row Labels
	Count of Drug Strength

	10 mg in 1mL
	5

	10 mg in 2mL
	282

	2.5 mg in 0.5mL
	4

	2.5 mg in 1mL
	2

	5 mg in 1mL
	7

	7.5 mg in 1.5mL
	7

	Grand Total
	307




2. The total amount of Midazolam issued at Morriston Hospital from 1 August 2023 to 31 August 2023, in mg.

	Row Labels
	Count of Drug Strength

	10 mg in 2mL
	30

	2.5 mg in 1mL
	2

	7.5 mg in 1.5mL
	1




3). Total amount issued to wards at from 1 January 2023 to 31 August 2023.

	Row Labels
	Count of Drug Strength

	10 mg in 1mL
	14

	10 mg in 2mL
	338

	2 mg in 2mL
	94

	2.5 mg in 0.5mL
	2

	2.5 mg in 1mL
	8

	5 mg in 1mL
	3

	5 mg in 5mL
	282

	50 mg in 50mL
	85

	7.5 mg in 1.5mL
	2

	Grand Total
	828





4). The total amount issues to wards Hospital from 1 August 2023 to 31 August 2023. 

	Row Labels
	Count of Drug Strength

	10 mg in 1mL
	1

	10 mg in 2mL
	44

	2 mg in 2mL
	13

	2.5 mg in 1mL
	3

	5 mg in 5mL
	38

	50 mg in 50mL
	8

	Grand Total
	107






4. Does the hospital not keep a record of how much money it spends on Midazolam per annum?

There is a record kept. However, we are withholding this information under Section 43 of the Freedom of Information Act. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To provide the total cost, along with the other information provided may lead to the ability to work out (an approximate figure could be obtained) of the cost per unit.  Whilst the Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  The Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It is therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.
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