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You asked:
Can I please request information for the following:

1. Spending on Ophthalmology Services in the Private Sector: 
a. Could you provide a breakdown of the expenditure on ophthalmology services referred to the private sector over the past five years, categorized by Health Board? 
This information is withheld.
Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.
b. What is the total number of individual cases referred to the private sector during this period? 
21/22		 – 562
22/23 		– 995
23/24 		- <5*
24/25 to date  - 15
*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test
c. What is the average cost per case for these referrals? 
This information is withheld.
Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.
  
2. Referrals to Santa Maria Hospital: 
a. What has been the total expenditure by Local Health Boards on patient referrals to Santa Maria Hospital over the past five years?
This information is withheld.
Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.
b. What is the average cost per case for these referrals? 
This information is withheld.
Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.

c. How many cases are referred annually during this period?
21/22 		– 359
22/23		– 500
23/24 		- <5*
24/25 to date  - 15
*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test

3. Cross-Border A&E Costs: 
a. What are the total costs incurred by the NHS in Wales for Welsh residents attending A&E services in England over the past five years? 
There is no cost to NHS Wales for patients accessing A and E services in England. 
b. What is the total number of cases annually for Welsh residents using A&E services in England? 
To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
c. What is the average cost per patient for these cross-border services? 
There are no charges raised in respect of cross border patients in either country. 
d. Does this data account for instances where patients sought care in England due to extended wait times in Wales?
Not applicable.
_____________________________________________________________ 
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