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You asked:
1. How many women were diagnosed with lymphoedema, lipoedema/lipalgia and both conditions during the following periods: 
a.            2019/20*
b.            2020/21*
c.            2021/22*
d.            2022/23*
e.            2023/24-present*
*Prior to April 1st 2024 this information was not recorded centrally. To obtain this information would involve a manual trawl and search of records which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time. 
Positively though, since April 1st 2024 we are able to share this individual patient level data due to a new digital system.
	2024-25
	SBUHB

	Numbers of  women with Lymphoedema
	1,714

	Numbers of women with Lipalgia Syndrome
	69

	Numbers of women with Lymphoedema and Lipalgia Syndrome
	51

	
	




1. What is the treatment pathway for patients with lymphedema, lipoedema/lipalgia and for those that have both conditions? 

All patients with Lymphoedema, Lipalgia Syndrome( Lipoedema) or both can be referred to any of the Lymphoedema Services in Wales depending where they reside. Each Health Board in NHS Wales accepts referrals for all patients. A New Patient Model is embedded so all patients are assessed virtually (if appropriate) and then offered a face to face appointment based on their needs. Treatment pathways are based on the assessment findings. Treatment pathways may include skin care, activity/ movement/ exercises, dietary advice / referral to national Lymphoedema Dietitian, referral to Psychology Lymphoedema Service, Compression garments, self-massage or intensive treatment including multi-layer lymphoedema bandaging and manual lymphatic drainage. Super micro surgery for lymphoedema patients is also available and we have monthly access to a surgery MDT.
_________________________________________________________
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