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You asked:
1. Do you have a CSF leak service in your Health Board?  
No, not a formal service, but these small number of cases are managed on an ad hoc basis in SBUHB.  We are able to diagnose cases clinically and with the help of specialist MRI imaging and neuroradiology input. We can perform non-targeted blood patches on our neurology ambulatory unit. We are not able to perform CT myelography, targeted blood patches or fibrin injections in Swansea.

2. Do you have a care pathway for managing these patients? 
Our care pathway is, that if patients remain symptomatic after a non-targeted blood patch then we have established links with the specialist MDT at Addenbrookes in Cambridge run by Dr Dan Scoffings (consultant neuroradiologist). He can perform decubitus CT myelogram and sealant injections and liaise with neurosurgeons if necessary.

3. Is this care pathway adherent to the UK consensus guidelines? 

Yes
If no, please share your plans for developing this pathway and an estimated timeframe. You may find the guidelines’ supplementary material 2 (Quality Standards) & 3 (Audit Tool) useful in developing this pathway. If yes, please confirm your health board has the following as outlined by the guidelines:

a. Do you have specialist clinical opinion, familiar and skilled in diagnosis and treatment of SIH?
All of our consultant neurologists are able to diagnose SIH and form a management plan

b. Do you have a specialist neuroradiologist who is able to perform CT myelography, and Digital subtraction myelography, and to administer targeted blood and fibrin patches? 
No

c. Do you have local guidelines for the use of fibrin sealant
No

d. Do you have a spinal neurosurgeon who is able to repair ventral leaks and CSF venous fistulas? 
No

e. Do you have access to a CSF leak MDT? 
Yes, see above

4. If you are not able to provide a comprehensive CSF leak service, what is the route for patients to access timely evidence-based care outside of Wales. 

See above

5. What measures are in place to support the mental health of CSF leak patients? 

There is no specific mental health support available for these patients.

6. Please provide us with a copy of your policy for preventing, identifying and managing PDPH.
Not applicable.
___________________________________________________________ 
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