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  Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-J-028





Please note that when considering the numbers below it is worth noting that we postpone and reschedule operations as soon as possible.  The word ‘cancel’ can be taken to mean they are not carried out at all which is different to postponing and rescheduling.		
Please note our systems will record any changes as cancellations regardless of whether or not it is actually the cancellation of a confirmed operation i.e. changing the times on operating schedule, typing errors such as incorrect time entered.  Therefore the figures will reflect changes to draft schedules, corrections etc. along with cancelled operations. These schedule changes or amendments are not appointments which are sent to patients, but internal changes ahead of an appointment being sent out to a patient. This should be taken into account when interpreting the figures.
The information is based on the nationally submitted PAPs (postponed admitted procedures/admissions) information.

You asked:
1. How many operations were cancelled at the health board's request and through no fault of the patient in the last four years? (2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24)
	Cancellation Type
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Hospital - Clinical
	450
	637
	869
	962

	Hospital - Non Clinical
	1774
	3413
	4779
	4484



2. If possible, I would like this broken down by specialty/service.
	Main Specialty
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Trauma & Orthopaedic
	234
	642
	1065
	892

	General Surgery
	280
	522
	701
	685

	Plastic Surgery
	248
	579
	556
	471

	Urology
	194
	401
	580
	475

	Ophthalmology
	240
	320
	454
	556

	Gastroenterology
	106
	302
	467
	504

	Cardiology
	193
	227
	344
	364

	Neurology
	278
	201
	272
	188

	Cardiothoracic Surgery
	103
	135
	186
	242

	ENT
	42
	180
	227
	212

	Oral/Maxillo Facial Surgery
	25
	172
	195
	256

	Gynaecology
	65
	124
	216
	222

	General Medicine
	21
	32
	77
	201

	Haematology
	62
	83
	127
	39

	Clinical Oncology
	77
	67
	91
	39

	Thoracic Medicine
	11
	14
	16
	31

	Radiology
	6
	11
	24
	17

	Paediatrics
	16
	12
	15
	*

	Dental Medicine Specialties
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Nephrology
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Medicine For The Elderly
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Other
	*
	*
	*
	*



* We are unable to provide you with the number of operations cancelled for these categories, as due to low numbers involved, and combined with information provided in question 1, there is a potential risk of identifying the individual if this was disclosed. Therefore, the data is classed as personal data as defined under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR. We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.


_____________________________________________________________ 
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