[image: C:\Users\su001508\Desktop\New logos Swansea Bay\Abertawe_Swansea NHS Health Board.jpg] Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Gwasanaethau Corfforaethol | Corporate Services
Un Porthfa Talbot | One Talbot Gateway
Parc Ynni, Baglan | Baglan Energy Park
Port Talbot SA12 7BR
Ffôn Phone: 01639 684 363

	
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-J-033





Please note that Outsourcing of Histology work only commenced in April 2023, therefore all information provided relates to FY 2023/24 only.

You asked:
Please answer each question for the following Financial Years 
2021/2022 
2022/2023 
2023/2024

“Wet” cases sent out by The Health board
1. How many full wet Histopathology cases (defined as tissue in a formalin container sent to a 3rd party for processing and reporting) were sent out by the Health board?
4542 cases

1. How many wet cases (defined as tissue in a formalin container sent to a 3rd party for processing into glass slides only) were sent out by the Health board?
Nil

1. How many blocks to report cases (defined as a Formalin Fixed Paraffin Embedded  - FFPE -  histology block sent to a 3rd party for sectioning, staining and reporting) were sent out by the Health board?
5193
1. How many total blocks (approximate to within 10%) were sent out by the Health board to a 3rd party?
As per Q3.

1. How many of the above, for each of the financial years 21/22, 22/23 / 23/24 were sent to the following companies 

a. Unilabs - 0
b. Source Bioscience / LD Path PLC - 5193
c. Cyted Ltd - 3045
d. Poundbury - 0
e. Cellular Pathology Services Ltd - 0
f. Diagnexia Ltd - 0
g. Backlogs Ltd - 0
Backlogs in the Histology Department

1. What is the current backlog number for wet cases in the Histology Lab. Current is defined as of the end of October 2024. This is defined as the number of cases that have been received by the Histology Department but have not been processed  (greater than 3 days from receipt)
170 requests up to 4th November 2024

1. What is the approximate number of uncut blocks in the Histology Lab (defined as histology blocks that have been processed and not sectioned) awaiting sectioning and greater than 5 days old
667

Histology technical staffing levels

1. How many Biomedical Scientist Staff – BMS - and technical staff does the lab require (as defined as Whole Time Equivalents - WTE - by band) and how many does the Health board have?
Pathology is currently in the process of workforce planning and figures for this are not available at this point in time. When this exercise is complete the figures will be available. 

1. How many BMS and technical vacancies (such as MLA - Medical Lab Assistants) does the Health board currently have open. Please state the number and grades?
Biomedical Support Worker (Band 3) – 3
Associate Practitioner (Band 4) - 1
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