
Early treatment of hospital onset COVID-19 in inpatients 70 years of age and 
older.  

  

Background 

  
Evidence suggests that treatment with antivirals significantly improve clinical outcomes in 
patients with COVID-19 who are at high risk of progression to severe disease and/or death.   
  
Welsh Government have taken the decision to widen the eligibility criteria for access 
to nirmatrelvir-ritonivir in line with the NICE guidance through a targeted extension to 
include all people aged 70 years and over with hospital onset of COVID-19 symptoms 
who test positive for COVID-19 (NEW 2023) 
  
For early treatment of hospital-onset COVID-19 in high risk inpatients, See here 

For patients requiring Oxygen for COVID-19, See here. 
  
Inclusion criteria 

  

• Inpatients aged 70 years or over with hospital onset COVID-19 symptoms and 

COVID-19 confirmed by PCR or LFT testing without new oxygen requirement. 

Exclusion criteria 

  

• Known hypersensitivity reaction to the active substances or to any of the excipients 

of the products as listed in the Summary of Product Characteristics 

• Patients requiring Oxygen for COVID-19 (see here for guidance) 

• Advanced decompensated liver cirrhosis 

• Drug-drug interactions that would preclude Paxlovid® use (See Liverpool COVID-19 

interactions, or speak to Ward Pharmacist) – See ‘drug interactions’, below. 

  
Treatment 
  

  
  
Drug interactions 

  

Paxlovid® has significant interactions and so the safety of treatment must be carefully 
considered using the Liverpool interaction checker, and discussion with speciality teams as 
needed. 

If an interaction is identified, please consider: 
  

https://www.wmic.wales.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Eligibility-criteria-updated-24.7.23.pdf
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-swansea-bay-university-health-board%23a2370414-730c-4880-bdf8-69a18b0d91f4&fileId=FILE%236512f118-152c-4c47-b992-4f2fa17e0872&origin=section
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-swansea-bay-university-health-board%23a2370414-730c-4880-bdf8-69a18b0d91f4&fileId=FILE%233727668a-2aa4-42cf-a64f-da3f7a8961ec&origin=section
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=emc+paxlovid&cvid=5f7ee51638574273a2a0890c48d4c191&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBAgAEAAyBAgAEAAyBAgBEAAyBAgCEAAyBAgDEAAyBAgEEAAyBAgFEAAyBAgGEAAyBAgHEAAyBAgIEADSAQgxOTIwajBqNKgCALACAA&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-swansea-bay-university-health-board%23a2370414-730c-4880-bdf8-69a18b0d91f4&sectionId=SEC%239d0653db-5577-4ed9-916c-2950aa0fae0a
https://covid19-druginteractions.org/checker
https://covid19-druginteractions.org/checker
https://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/checker


• Can concomitant medication(s) be temporarily discontinued? 

• Can the dose of the concomitant medication(s) be reduced? 

• Can an alternative concomitant medication be used? 

• Can increased monitoring for adverse effects or concomitant medication drug levels 

be done? 

For further advice – see the Paxlovid decision aid which contains additional advice on 
management of common drug-drug interactions. More information is available via 
the Paxlovid SPC and your Ward Pharmacist. 
  
IMPORTANT: Paxlovid® has a risk of serious adverse reactions due to interactions with 
other medicinal products. These interactions may lead to:   
  

• Clinically significant adverse reactions, potentially leading to severe, life-threatening 

or fatal events from greater exposures of concomitant medicinal products. 

• Clinically significant adverse reactions from greater exposures of Paxlovid® 

• Loss of therapeutic effect of Paxlovid® and possible development of viral resistance 

Ensure that all potential interactions are carefully considered, seeking specialist advice as 
needed. 
  
Dosing in renal and hepatic impairment 
  

 
  
Prescribing Paxlovid® 

  
Clinicians should assure themselves that patients are able to swallow the oral 
tablets.  Paxlovid® is provided as separate tablets for each of the drug components, co-
packaged in one container. To prevent administration errors it is important that the drug is 
prescribed clearly:  
  
On the e-prescribing system, search for "Paxlovid" under the protocol tab.    
  
When handwriting prescriptions for Paxlovid®:  

• Prescribe in the finalised section (page 3) of the antimicrobial section of the inpatient 

medication chart so that 5 days administration is possible  

• State the brand name (Paxlovid®) and generic name (Nirmatrelvir/ritonavir) of the 

drug  

• State the dose in mg of Nirmatrelvir first followed by the mg dose of ritonavir.  

https://www.wmic.wales.nhs.uk/NAVS-Paxlovid-decision-aid
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/13145/smpc


A medication safety alert is available on COIN via this link and may be printed to alert 
nursing staff to the risk of errors.   Example prescription of Paxlovid® 300mg/100mg twice a 
day:  
  

 
  
  
A missed dose should be taken as soon as possible and within 8 hours of the scheduled 
time, and the normal dosing schedule should be resumed. If more than 8 hours has elapsed, 
the missed dose should not be taken and the treatment should resume according to the 
normal dosing schedule.   
If the patient requires hospital-based care due to severe or critical COVID-19 after starting 
treatment with Paxlovid®, the patient should complete the full 5-day treatment course at the 
discretion of their healthcare provider.   
  
Patients should be advised of the possible gastro-intestinal side-effects of treatment with 
nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (e.g. nausea, vomiting). If such side-effects are experienced, anti-
emetics should be considered that are not contra-indicated. If nirmatrelvir/ritonavir treatment 
cannot be tolerated, an alternative treatment can be considered within the options and 
criteria of this policy. Combination treatment should not be provided 

  
Pharmacy Supply 

  
Paxlovid® will be available from pharmacy via the usual supply mechanisms. 
Out of hours requests should be sent to pharmacy on the next working day including 
weekends. Supply will not be available via the on-call services or emergency Omnicells. 
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https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/SBUClinicalPathways/COIN/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSBUClinicalPathways%2FCOIN%2FCOVID%2D19%2FMedicines%20Policies%20and%20Prescribing%20Information%2FCID4206%20MSA%20030%20Paxlovid%20%2D%20Potential%20for%20Dose%20Confusion%20during%20Administration%20%2D%20February%202022%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBUClinicalPathways%2FCOIN%2FCOVID%2D19%2FMedicines%20Policies%20and%20Prescribing%20Information
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta878/chapter/2-Information-about-the-treatments
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-risk-patients-eligible-for-covid-19-treatments-independent-advisory-group-report-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-risk-patients-eligible-for-covid-19-treatments-independent-advisory-group-report-march-2023
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc

