[image: C:\Users\su001508\Desktop\New logos Swansea Bay\Abertawe_Swansea NHS Health Board.jpg] Bwrdd Iechyd Prifysgol Bae Abertawe
Swansea Bay University Health Board
Gwasanaethau Corfforaethol | Corporate Services
Un Porthfa Talbot | One Talbot Gateway
Parc Ynni, Baglan | Baglan Energy Park
Port Talbot SA12 7BR
Ffôn Phone: 01639 684 363

	


Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-J-048





Please note that this information is correct as at 28th October 2024.

Home births in Swansea Bay had been suspended in 2021 after staffing pressures had led to safety concerns. Similarly, our midwife-led birth centre at Neath Port Talbot Hospital was also temporarily suspended for these reasons. Instead, all available resources were focused on the acute maternity ward in Singleton Hospital to ensure safe care could continue to be provided, in line with professional guidance from the royal colleges.
The health board worked very hard to find a sustainable solution, which has now been achieved following a £750,000 investment and the recruitment of 35 hospital-based and community staff.
The NPT Birth Centre was reopened on 16th September 2024 and the home birth service was reinstated on 21st October 2024.
You asked:
1. Does your Health board operate a home birth service for women and birthing people (regardless of whether such services are offered through a dedicated team or integrated into wider maternity services)?
Yes – the health board does provide a home birth service. However because of staffing pressures, the service had been temporarily suspended until recently and was  reinstated on 21st October 2024.  

2. If so, are home birth services available 24 hours a day, seven days a week across the whole geographic area overseen by the Health board?
Yes, for all low risk pregnancies under midwifery led care.

3. Has your Health board been able to provide home birth services to women and birthing people 24 hours a day, seven days a week without any suspensions or restrictions to that ability in the last 12 months? Please note in using the terms suspensions or restrictions we include (but are not limited to) restrictions to the days/times when home births can be attended by midwives or not being able to offer a home birth service at all for a period of time. We do not include unforeseen staff shortages on a particular shift here.
No. This service was reinstated on 21st October 2024.

4. Please include the terms and reason(s) for any suspensions or restrictions in the last 12 months.
Staffing pressures.

5. Has your Health board been unable to send midwives to attend a home birth due to unforeseen circumstances (such as staff shortages or sickness) on a particular shift in the last 12 months? Please include how many times this has occurred in the last 12 months.
As above, community midwives have attended emergencies in the community only. Homebirths have not been facilitated in the last 12 months until the service was resumed on 21st October 2024.

6. How many home births have been attended by midwives in your Health board in the last 12 months, including those resulting in intrapartum and/or postnatal transfer into hospital and those resulting in a baby being born at home with no transfer-in?
Nil.
_____________________________________________________________ 
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