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You asked:
I'm interested in the use of physician associates within the respiratory team
1. Do respiratory physician associates perform pleural procedures (chest drains, pleural aspiration)? Are these procedures directly supervised by a senior respiratory medicine doctor?
Some Physician Associates perform pleural procedures dependent on competence. 
All Physician Associates practice under the supervision of a named Consultant.

2. Do respiratory physician associates run any outpatient clinic services? Are these clinics directly supervised by a senior respiratory medicine doctor?
All Physician Associates see patients in an outpatient clinic setting, under the supervision of Consultants.

3. Do respiratory physician associates hold the "respiratory bleep" and provide advice to other clinical teams within the health board or GPs in primary care?
No

4. Has the respiratory department had any serious incidents (requiring root cause analysis or patient safety incident investigations) related to physician associates? If yes, please can these documents be provided.
We have recently responded to an FOIA request regarding this subject. Therefore I can confirm that the information you are seeking is held on our website within our FOIA disclosure log. Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act (information accessible by other means), we are not required to provide information in response to a request if the information is already reasonably accessible to you. May I therefore recommend that you look at this link to our website: https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/files/freedom-of-information-disclosure-log-2024/august-2024/24-h-046-physician-associates-safety-incidents-and-legal-costss-docx/ 
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