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  Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu'r Saesneg. Atebir gohebiaeth Gymraeg yn y Gymraeg, ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at oedi.  We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 24-I-029






You asked:
1. How many people have been diagnosed with a form of dementia in your health board in each of the last three years? 
Our current patient information system does not record the date the patient was diagnosed with dementia in the Mental Health & Learning Disabilities Service.  To provide this information for the last three years would involve a manual trawl through case notes, which we have estimated would significantly exceed the 18 hours limit set down by the FOI Act as the reasonable limit. Section 12 of the FOI Act and The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 provides that we are not obliged to spend in excess of 18 hours in any sixty-day period locating, retrieving and identifying information in order to deal with a request for information and therefore we are withholding this information at this time.


2. Over the last 12 month period (or as close to that within your data sets) what was the average time between a patient being referred and that patient receiving a dementia diagnosis in your health board?
As above, our patient information system does not currently record the date the patient received a diagnosis. However, we do monitor the time between referral and assessment.  We also report the numbers who have had an initial assessment and are awaiting their diagnosis/outcome.  

Average waiting time for initial assessment from referral (Mental Health Services) – 5 weeks
Average waiting time between initial assessment and diagnosis/outcome (Mental Health Services) – 13 weeks


3. What was the longest time a patient waited between being referred and that patient receiving a dementia diagnosis? 
As above, our patient information system does not currently record the date the patient received a diagnosis. However, we do monitor the time between referral and assessment.  We also report the numbers who have had an initial assessment and are awaiting their diagnosis/outcome.  

As at the end of August 2023;-

Longest waiting time from referal to initial assessment (Mental Health Services) – 19 weeks
Longest waiting tiime between initial assessment and diagnosis/outcome (Mental Health Services) – 58 weeks 


4. Does the health board have a stated target for the time between referral and dementia diagnosis? If so, what is that target? 
The Health Board is governed by the All Wales Target for Dementia Services of 12 weeks


5. How many specialist dementia nurses currently work for the health board? 
In our Mental Health & Learning Disabilities Service Group there are 2 Dementia specific nurses and 2 advanced nurse practitioners’ trainees


6. How many specialist dementia doctors currently work for the health board?
8 dedicated Older People Mental Health Consultant Psychiatrists
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