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Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 25-A-037






You asked:
My request for information relates ONLY to members of your staff who were diagnosed with Covid-19 during the outbreak which occurred during the autumn of 2020 and which was the subject of an epidemiological study by L. O’Connell et al, the report of which may be found here: https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F36240955%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFOIA.Requests%40wales.nhs.uk%7C0eeca96c29524f87212008dd35a04120%7Cbb5628b8e3284082a856433c9edc8fae%7C0%7C0%7C638725686369915134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PVp%2FXxilc6YyO0JkEGfvlzzAUDcTTpnEFLSMSd7hqPY%3D&reserved=0 

My request for information is in the following parts:
1) The number of staff who were confirmed by Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) to have contracted the disease:
a. from a patient; and
b. from another member of staff.
I can confirm that SBUHB do not hold this information. It is not possible to say with certainty the exact direction of travel of any infections. Outbreaks of COVID in a ward area are complicated, with overlapping infections and incubation periods.  As such infection may pass from staff to patient or patient to staff.  
In relation to this particular outbreak, the original source of introduction of this strain to the ward and hospital is strongly believed to have come via patient 0. This patient was managed in a cubicle at all times and as such there was no breach in policy in relation to their management.  Where we are confident of likely transmission routes it is included in the report you have referenced in your request.

Please note that not every single confirmed case was sent for WGS, and in those cases whilst we believe they are likely related to the ward outbreak acquisition from another source cannot be completely excluded.  
2) The number of the above staff who died having contracted the disease:
a. from a patient; and
b. from another member of staff;
and where, in both the above cases, COVID-19 was recorded on the death certificate as the main or contributory cause of death.
Zero deaths in relation to the outbreak referenced in the report referenced in the question.
3) The number of reports submitted by Swansea Bay University Health Board to the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) in accordance with the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013 (RIDDOR) as:
a. An accident or incident at work which led, or could have led, to the release or escape of SARS-CoV-2 (i.e. a “dangerous occurrence”) and which relates to the above-mentioned outbreak.
Nil in relation to the outbreak referenced in the report referenced in the question.
b. An employee who was diagnosed as having COVID-19 by WGS (but only those employees infected as a consequence of the above-mentioned outbreak) where:
i. The infection was shown to be from a patient; and
ii. The infection was shown to be from another member of staff.
Nil in relation to the outbreak referenced in the report referenced in the question.

c. The death of an employee where COVID-19 was being the main or contributory cause of death and where the employee was confirmed by WGS to have been infected as a consequence of the above-mentioned outbreak where,
i. The infection was shown to be from a patient; and
ii. The infection was shown to be from another member of staff.
Zero deaths in relation to the outbreak referenced in the report referenced in the question.

4) The final part of my FoI request is for any correspondence, emails or file-notes of meetings/conversations in which any representations were made to the Board that the fluid resistant surgical masks were insufficient to protect healthcare workers from contracting the disease from their patients.
In order to limit this request to reasonable proportions and avoid excessive cost for yourselves, this may be limited to representations made by members of the research time (L. O’Connell et al) or staff involved in the area of the hospital in which the outbreak occurred.
Please include the Board’s response to any such representations.
  
You clarified this question on 9th February 2025 to the below;

Relating to the time period 1 October 2020 to 1 July 2022.

a) Simply ask L. O’Connell (or if not still there, another member of the team from SB UHB) if any representations/emails were made to the Board Management of Health and Safety Team (H&S) once their results were available which prompted the comment in their paper “Reduction in transmission could be achieved through …  use of higher specification masks (FFP3 or N95)…” i.e. was this communicated through to Board Management or H&S? If any are found, then please provide the ongoing email chain.
I can confirm no emails were sent or found containing representations to the Board relating to the above.

b) Search the minutes of Board meetings for the text “Connell”,  “Whole Genome Sequencing” and “WGS”.
I can confirm that all the minutes of Board meetings in the period you are seeking are held on our website. Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act (information accessible by other means), we are not required to provide information in response to a request if the information is already reasonably accessible to you. May I therefore recommend that you look at this link to obtain the information you require: https://sbuhb.nhs.wales/about-us/key-documents-folder/board-papers/ 

c) Search the email addresses for H&S Team for the above three strings of text. Since this is an enquiry about PPE I’d be pretty certain that any such representations about the adequacy of FFP3 would have been routed via your health and safety team. And that any members of the Board receiving representations about this would have consulted with that team. You could add “FFP3” to the search criteria, but only if one of the other 3 search terms is found (otherwise you may find lots of irrelevant emails – e.g. about supply, fit-testing etc). If any are found to match the criteria, then please provide the ongoing email chain.
I can confirm that no emails were found sent from or to members of our Health & Safety team containing the terms “Connell”, “Whole Genome Sequencing” or “WGS” in the time period specified.

___________________________________________________________________
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