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When asked for data for the past 12 months, the following answers relate to July 2024-June 2025:
You asked:
In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0ppm but less than or equal to 0.3ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
115

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.3ppm but less than or equal to 0.4ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
17

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.4ppm but less than or equal to 0.5ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
18

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.5ppm but less than or equal to 0.6ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
8

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.6ppm but less than or equal to 0.7ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
4

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.7ppm but less than or equal to 0.8ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
1

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.8ppm but less than or equal to 0.9ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
1

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 0.9ppm but less than or equal to 1ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
2

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 1ppm but less than or equal to 1.5ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
0

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that are greater than 1.5ppm but less than or equal to 2ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
0

In the past 12 months, on how many separate occasions have formaldehyde levels been recorded that exceed 2ppm in the Health Board’s Histopathology Department?
2

How often and/or under what circumstances are formaldehyde levels measured in your Histopathology Department? 
Formalin readings are carried out monthly in all areas that use formalin within the Cellular Pathology laboratories and Mortuary; there are 15 separate areas over 2 sites within Cellular Pathology that should be monitored monthly.  The totals for the Histology labs only have been included as requested, so this comprises 14 areas in total over 2 sites; Singleton Hospital and Morriston Hospital.

Additional formalin readings are taken if there is a formalin spillage, when an anomalous reading is obtained, or if there is a strong smell of formalin noted between readings.

Exactly how many times have formaldehyde levels been measured in your Histopathology Department over the last 12 months? 
168

In order for me to gauge the approximate size of the Histopathology Department, can you advise the approximate number of cases that pass through the Histopathology Department annually?
In the last two financial years, cases were processed in the laboratory as follows:
2023/24:	43,202
2024/25:	44,070
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