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Cais Rhyddid Gwybodaeth / Freedom of Information request
Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 25-F-044





Please note that from 1st April 2019 responsibility for providing healthcare services for people in the Bridgend County Borough Council area transferred from Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board to Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board. In light of this change to ABMU’s responsibilities, the organisation’s name has changed to Swansea Bay University Health Board.
Therefore this response takes into account these changes and any information relating to the Bridgend area, will now be held by Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board.  


You asked:
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request the following: 
Number of procedures (April 2024 – YTD) 
1. The overall / total spend on cataract surgery procedures each financial year by individual year across your Health Board from 2018/19 to 2024/25. 
Please note that we are not able to provide this information for FY 2024/25 as the costing returns have not yet been completed for this period or for 2018/19 before the boundary change from ABMU to SBUHB.

2019/20	£2,412,454
2020/21	£2,425,743
2021/22	£2,798,929
2022/23	£3,864,749
2023/24	£2,727,381

2. The overall / total number of cataract surgery procedures undertaken each financial year by individual year across your Health Board from 2018/19 to 2024/25. 

2018/19    3,284
2019/20	2,234
2020/21	1000
2021/22	2,388
2022/23	4,100
2023/24	3,004
2024/25	3,105
This include procedures undertaken by private providers also. Please see Q4 for a breakdown.

3. The overall / total spend on cataract surgery procedures each financial year by year across your Health Board to each NHS Hospital and Private (Independent Sector) Provider from 2018/19 to 2024/25 broken down by individual NHS Hospital and Private Provider. 

Please specifically specify your answer to Question 3 for the following Private Providers: 
a) Optical Express 
b) Optegra 
c) Spamedica 
d) Newmedica 
e) Anglia Community Eye Services (ACES) 
f) CHEC 
g) Spire Yale Hospital 
h) Nuffield Health Cardiff and Vale Hospital 
i) Spire Cardiff Hospital 
j) North Wales Eye Specialist Centre 
k) Werndale Hospital 
l) iLase Eye Clinic 
The amount paid to each private provider is withheld.  Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test.
Providing this expenditure by provider, along with the other information provided in this response could lead to the ability to work out (an approximate figure could be obtained) of the cost per episode.  Whilst the Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  The Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It is therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.

Please see Q4 for a breakdown of the providers utilised.

4. The overall / total number of cataract surgery procedures undertaken in each financial year by year across your Health Board by each NHS Hospital and Private (Independent Sector) Provider from 2018/19 to 2024/25 broken down by individual NHS Hospital and Private Provider. 

	 
	2018/19
	2019/20
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25

	Swansea Bay sites
	2802
	1918
	1000
	1725
	3145
	3004
	3105*

	Private Providers
	

	Bmi - Werndale Hospital
	0
	163
	0
	194
	31
	0
	

	Sancta Maria Hospital
	482
	153
	0
	161
	494
	0
	

	St Josephs Private Hospital Site
	0
	0
	0
	98
	219
	0
	

	SPAMEDICA
	0
	0
	0
	210
	211
	0
	



* We are unable to provide a breakdown of these procedures by provider as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.


5. Please specifically specify your answer to Question 4 for the following Private Providers: 
a) Optical Express 
b) Optegra 
c) Spamedica 
d) Newmedica 
e) Anglia Community Eye Services (ACES) 
f) CHEC 
g) Spire Yale Hospital 
h) Nuffield Health Cardiff and Vale Hospital 
i) Spire Cardiff Hospital 
j) North Wales Eye Specialist Centre 
k) Werndale Hospital 
l) iLase Eye Clinic 
Please see Q4. 

6. For the period 1st of April 2024 to YTD, please provide the names of all in NHS Hospital and Private (Independent Sector) Providers that have undertaken Cataract Surgery, YAG capsulotomy procedures, General Ophthalmology outpatient, Oculoplastic services, AMD services & Glaucoma services of any description to the Health Board. 
Spa Medica, Swansea.

7. Please provide the number of patients on waiting lists for cataract surgery at the Health Board as of: 
a) 1 January 2019	1799
b) 1 January 2020	2260
c) 1 January 2021	2143
d) 1 January 2022	1885
e) 1 January 2023	2491
f) 1 January 2024	3786
g) 1 January 2025	4577

8. Please provide the number and percentage of patients who were waiting longer than 18 weeks from the date of referral to cataract surgery as of: 
a) 1 January 2019	836	46%
b) 1 January 2020	1669	74%
c) 1 January 2021	1934	90%
d) 1 January 2022	1483	79%
e) 1 January 2023	1353	54%
f) 1 January 2024	3009	79%
g) 1 January 2025	3663	80%

9. Please provide the maximum and average wait times of patients on waiting lists for cataract surgery at the Health Board as of: 
Please note that we have provided data based on the 80th percentile which shows that 80% of patients have waited this time or less for cataract surgery, at these snapshots in time.

a) 1 January 2019	28.9 weeks
b) 1 January 2020	48 weeks
c) 1 January 2021	91.4 weeks
d) 1 January 2022	127.6 weeks
e) 1 January 2023	62 weeks
f) 1 January 2024	61.4 weeks
g) 1 January 2025	83.7 weeks

10. Please provide the number and percentage of NHS funded patients who had Immediate Sequential Bilateral Cataract Surgery at Hospitals and Private Providers (individually and collectively) within your Health Board in each of the following financial years: 
a) 2019/20	5	0.2%
b) 2020/21	<5*
c) 2021/22	10	0.4%
d) 2022/23	8	0.2%
e) 2023/24	75	2.5%
f) 2024/25	140	4.5%


* Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

11. Please provide the minimum, maximum and average number of eyes treated on cataract surgery lists (by session, up to 4 hours) at Hospitals and Private Providers (individually by provider) within your Health Board in each of the following financial years: 
a) 2019/2020 
b) 2020/2021 
c) 2021/2022 
d) 2022/2023 
e) 2023/2024 
f) 2024/2025
I can confirm that this information is not recorded. However, SBUHB are currently doing 7 cataracts (complexity mix) per 4 hrs session during core session time and WLI weekend sessions (14 all day).

_____________________________________________________________ 
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