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You asked:
Section 12 doctors provide a vital role in assisting with Mental Health Act assessments, often at night or in high risk situations, however the rates for payment (typically around £170 per assessment, many of which may be 4 or more hours long) have not been revised for over a decade, even for inflation. This is making it difficult to obtain doctors willing to attend, putting lives at risk. The BMA pointed this out and recently made advisory rates for MHA assessments public in 2024: see https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bma.org.uk%2Fpay-and-contracts&data=05%7C02%7CFOIA.Requests%40wales.nhs.uk%7Cac5dda75be8848eebcd808dd60b50eb8%7Cbb5628b8e3284082a856433c9edc8fae%7C0%7C0%7C638773053052429775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZQjF%2BEi6MUL6mEBn12nnRks5q%2FTvaEUVmkIXUkmMUS4%3D&reserved=0.... To date, few bodies have respected this advice in Wales.
[bookmark: _Hlk196304990]I am requesting the standard fee rate for MHA assessments that doctors seeing patients in your health board are paid. If this is not paid directly by the health board, please liaise with the relevant council to find the rates. Please provide typical rates to reimburse a doctor for MHA fee (and mileage rates) for each year since 2000 up to 2025 in a simple table with these two columns.

Our Response:
Prior to 1st April 2021, claims forms were submitted directly by the assessing staff member to Payroll. A record of these historical rates is not held.
For doctors approved under Section 12(2) of the Mental Health Act the fee is £177.70 per assessment. For doctors not approved the fee is £55.10 per assessment.
	Year
	Doctor Approved under S12(2) MHA
	Doctor Not Approved

	2021
	£177.70
	£55.10

	2022
	£177.70
	£55.10

	2023
	£177.70
	£55.10

	2024
	£177.70
	£55.10

	2025
	£177.70
	£55.10




Mileage claims are not processed through the same channels as assessment payments. Staff would claim these payments via our Expenses system, the payment rates of which are listed below for “Medical and Dental (essential)”;

	Effective Date
	Engine Bandings 
	501-1000cc 
	1001-1500cc 
	1501-2000cc 
	Over 2000cc 

	Prior to 01/04/22
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.297
	0.369
	0.44
	0.44

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	01/04/2022
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.297
	0.369
	0.44
	0.44

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	01/06/2022
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.297
	0.369
	0.44
	0.44

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	01/09/2022
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.307
	0.379
	0.45
	0.45

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.188
	0.211
	0.236
	0.236

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.188
	0.211
	0.236
	0.236

	01/12/2022
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.297
	0.369
	0.44
	0.44

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	01/07/2023
	Lump Sum 
	£42.33
	£52.17
	£63.33
	£63.33

	
	Rate per mile up to 9000 miles 
	0.297
	0.369
	0.44
	0.44

	
	Rate per mile 9001-15000 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226

	
	Rate per mile over 15000miles 
	0.178
	0.201
	0.226
	0.226
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. Welsh language correspondence will be replied to in Welsh, and this will not lead to a delay.
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Swansea Bay University Health Board is the operational name of Swansea Bay University Local Health Board
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