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You asked:
I request the following information concerning the cancer medicine pembrolizumab (brand name Keytruda).

1. For each of the past 10 financial years (2014/15 to 2023/24, or the most recent 10-year period available), please provide the number of individual patients treated with Pembrolizumab. If it is not possible to provide this information, please explain why.
	Financial Year
	No. of individual patients treated with Pembrolizumab

	2015–2016
	10

	2016–2017
	28

	2017–2018
	52

	2018–2019
	53

	2019–2020
	67

	2020–2021
	108

	2021–2022
	139

	2022–2023
	124

	2023–2024
	185

	2024–2025
	227



1. For each of the six patients who were/have been on Pembrolizumab for the longest, what has it cost the NHS per patient? If it is not possible to provide this information, please explain why.
This information is withheld.  Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption for the right to know if release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).  Section 43 is a qualified exemption.  That is, it is subject to the public interest test. 
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.  It was therefore decided that it is not in the publics’ interest to disclose this information.

1. For each of the past 5 financial years (2019/20 to 2023/24, or the most recent 5-year period available), how many legal challenges or complaints have you had regarding Pembrolizumab and what was the nature of each of these? If it is not possible to provide this information, please explain why.
No legal challenges or complaints were made 

1. For each of the past 10 financial years (2019/20 to 2023/24, or the most recent 10-year period available), how many adverse events, and separately, serious adverse events, have you had which reference Pembrolizumab? If it is not possible to provide this information, please explain why.
	Financial Year
	Incident Data

	2014-2015
	Nil

	2015-2016
	Nil

	2016-2017
	Nil

	2017-2018
	Nil

	2018-2019
	Nil

	2019-2020
	Nil

	2020-2021
	<5*

	2021-2022
	Nil

	2022-2023
	Nil

	2023-2024
	<5*



*Where fewer than 5 has been indicated we are unable to provide you with the exact number of patients as due to the low numbers, there is a potential risk of identifying individuals if this was disclosed.  We are therefore withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This information is protected by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 and its disclosure would be contrary to the data protection principles and constitute as unfair and unlawful processing in regard to Articles 5, 6, and 9 of GDPR.  This exemption is absolute and therefore there is no requirement to apply the public interest test.

_____________________________________________________________ 
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